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to the rigorous forms of a court of law, but with sub- 

tial fullness and authenticity. Applications for pen- 
= . » coustantly rejected for defect of testimony. But 
; oF easonable practice, which is a necessary safeguard 
mat abuses, has been disregarded in the present case. 
of any kind—not a shred or particle—was 


wi 
\ evidence 
uced 

e ep , on loose and general report, gathered ata mo- 
ont of excitement from the public press. Jn this respect 

ney have obviously proceeded with more haste than dis- 
retion. 
roved precedents. 

future. . 

Rut this proceeding seems more obnoxious to comment, 
when it is known that it appeared, from the very sources 

» which the committee relied, that the facts in question 
-e all at this moment the subject of judicial inquiry, still 
vending, in the courts at Boston. Several citizens have 
een indicted for participation in the transaction to which 
veforence is made, and in which Batchelder is said to have 
neon kitied. Their trials have not yet taken place, but are 

ear at hand. Under these peculiar circumstances, the 

ecreet haste of the committee, thus acting in advance 

‘authentic evidence and lite pendente, is enhanced by 

e possible detriment to the grave interests of justice, 
ehich all will admit should not be exposed to any partisan 

duence from abroad. ‘The report accompanying the biil, 

thout any aid from human testimony, undertakes to pro- 
ynce dogmatically on facts which will be in issue on 
nese trials. Anticipating the court, and literally without 
, hearing, it gives judgment on absent persons, as well as 

) distant events. 

n grounds irrespective of the merits of the case, the un- 
ersigned object to any action upon it on the present evi 
Jence, and in the existing state of things. They object for 
two reasons: first, that such action would become a bad 
yecedent, opening the way to a disregard of evidence in 
the distribution of pensions and bounties; and secondly, 
that it would be an interference—offensive though indi- 
rect—with the administration of justice, in matters still 
ending, and involving the fortunes of several citizens. 
These reasons are ample. 

But on other grounds, of a different character, and vital 

) the merits of the case, the undersigned must dissent from 
the majority of the committee. 

Regarding the act of Congress, usually known as the fugi- 
nve slave bill, as unconstitutional, while it is justly con 
jemned by the moral sense of the communities where itis 
sought to be enforced, the undersigned are not disposed to 
recognize any services rendered in its enforcement as meri- 

rious in their character. Especially are they unwilling to 
lepart beyond the clear line of precedents, in voting boun- 
jes on account of such services. This, of itself, is a suffi- 
ient reason for opposition to the proposed bill. 

But admitting for the moment the asserted constitution- 
ality of the fugitive slave act, and its conformity with just 
principles of duty; and admitting further, that efforts for 
(tsenforcement are to be placed in the same scale with 
efforts to enforce other acts of Congress, of acknowledged 
constitutionality and clear conformity with just principles 
f duty, then the undersigned beg leave to submit that, ac- 
cording to the practice of our country, such efforts have not 
heen considered as entitled to the ordinary reward of pen- 
sions or kindred bounties. 

The pensions and kindred bounties of our country have 
been founded exclusively on military and naval services. 
'n England, civil services, whether on the bench, in diplo- 
macy, Orin the departments of State, are subjects of pen- 
sion; but itis otherwise here. With us there are no gen- 
rral laws to this end; nor are there special laws of such 
clear meaning and character as to become precedents, sanc- 
toning pensions or bounties for civil services. A reportof 
‘his committee, made by its chairman at this very session of 
‘ongress, states the rule and practice of Congress. Here 
§ the whole report, (Rep: Com., No. 199 :) 

_ In Senate of the United States, April 11, 1854.—Mr. 
ones, of lowa, made the following report: 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Rebecca Bright, beg leave to report: 

‘That the petitioner is the widow of Jacob Bright, an 
armorer, who was killed at the navy-yard in this city by 

he bursting ofa shell. He being an employee of the Gov- 
‘rnment, and in no sense to be regarded as in its ‘ military 
r naval service,’ the committee can find no reason, founded 
ndaw or justice, for pensioning his widow. Her case is 
precisely that of the widow of a laborer, or mechanic, em- 
ployed by the day or month upon any public work. They 


ean recommend that the prayer of the petitioner be 
rejected, *? 


In itself it will be a bad precedent for 


And yet, in the very teeth of this recommendation, made 


The majority of the committee undertook to || 


Such a course cannot be in conformity with ap- | 


by themselves at this very session, the committee now pro- | 


pose to bestow a bounty upon such services. If the com- 
mittee were right in their former report, they cannot be 
right now. 
The report ‘accompanying the bilb shows that three of the 

ommittee have felt that their recommendation needed the 
Support of precedents, and they have ransacked the records 

"them. Two only are produced. 

The first is an act of Congress, bearing date June 7, 
‘94, which provides “ that the sum of $2,000 be allowed 
he widow of Robert Forsyth, late marshal of the district 
a Georgia, for the use of herself and the children of the 
said Forsyth.” On search in the office of the Secretary of 
~l Senate, where this bill uriginated,and also at the 
. easury, where the money was paid, no papers have been 
und showing the occasion of this grant; nor has any- 
vody undertaken to state any. This precedent, then, can 
7 Of ttle value in establishing an important rule in the 
Spensation of national bounties. 


127 


MONDAY, JULY 31, 1854. 


The only remaining precedent adduced by the commit- 
tee is an act bearing date May 8, 1820, and providing “ that 
the Postmaster General be directed to pay to the widow of 
John Heap, late of the city of Baltimore—who, while em- 
ployed as a carrier of the mail of the United States, having 
the said mail in his eu tody, was beset by ruffians and mur- 
dered—out of the money belonging to the United States, 
arising from the postage of letters and packets, $500 in ten 
equal semi-annual payments.’’? On this precedent Congress 
will surely hesitate to establish a rule which will open a new 
drain upon the bounty of the country. 

The general laws do not award pensions or bounties for 
services in enforcing the revenue laws of the country, and 
itis not known that any special acts have ever been passed 


| rewarding such services, though they have often been ren 
| dered at immineut danger to life, as well from shipwreck 


| as from the violence of smugglers. 


The proposed bill will 
be an apt precedent for bounty in this large class of cases; 
and it may properly be opposed by all who are not ready 
for a new batch of claimants. 

The undersigned venture to make a single comment fur 
ther on the report accompanying the bill. This report, not 
content with assigning reasons for its proposed bounty, pro 
ceeds to take cognizance of the conduct of the people of 
Massachusetts ; the citizens, soldiers, the marshal and his 
deputies, the mayor and police of Boston, in the recent 
transaction, and assumes to hold the scales of judgment. 
In this respect it evinces an indiscreet haste similar to that 
already displayed in acting on the present proposition, with- 


| out authentic evidence, and during the pendency of judicial 


} Massachusetts has been seriously drawn in question. 


investigations. It appears from the public journals, out of 
which all our information on this matter is derived, that the 
conduct of several public functionaries on this occasion in 
The 
marshal of the district is openly charged with making the 


| arrest of the alleged fugitive, under the fraudulent pretense 


| that he 


was a criminal—a scandalous device which no 
honest man can regard without reprobation. The mayor 
of Boston is also openly charged with a violation of the pri 
mal prineiples of free institutions and of the law of the land, 
in surrendering the city for the time being into the possession 
of a military force, and thus establishing there that suprem 
acy of arms under which alt law is silent. But on these 
things the undersigned express no opinion. They desire 
only to withhoid all assent from the blindfold ratification 
which the report accompanying the bill volunteers, without 
reason Or occasion, to the conduct of public functionaries 
as well as of others, who, according to some evidence, may 
have acted very badly. CHARLES SUMNER, 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, this is the 
first of the last four days of the session. I wish 
distinctly to state the attitude of this question be- 


| fore the Senate, in order that the Senate and the 


country may see, if any embarrassment should 
result to the business of the Senate, upon whom 
the responsioility will lie. ‘The House of Rep- 
resentatives has sent to us this morning a bill for 
the relief of Betsy Nash, a very aged widow of 
an officer 

Mr. ADAMS. If the Senator from New York 
will allow me a moment, I desire to say that the 
friends of the bill are perfectly willing to take a 
vote, upon the reading of the report of the ma- 
jority, and of the views of the minority of the 
committee, without any argument beyond the 
care statement of the papers which have been 
read. If they desire to discuss it, of course we 





| desire to discuss the other side. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


I was proceeding to say that 


| the House of Representatives had sent to usa 


bill for the relief of Betsy Nash, the very aged 
widow of an officer of the army of 1812, who 
suffered from disease contracted in the public ser- 
vice at Sackett’s Harbor, in consequence of which 
he was disabled, and languished, and died. His 
case was presented for sixteen years. It was pre- 


| sented in the first place to the pension department, 


| his death, for sixteen years. 


and the pension department finding it not to come 
technically within the letter of the law, was obliged 
to reject it, but recommended it to the favorable 
consideration of Congress. A bill for her relief 
passed one House and then went to the other alter- 
nately each session for several years, but never 
passed the two Houses at the same session. So 
the passage of the bill was delayed without the 
fault of the officer while living, or his widow after 
Ata very late day 
of the present session the House of Representa- 
tives entertained the subject, upon the unanimous 


‘report of the Committee on Pensions in that 


House, which recommended the passage of a bill 


| allowing half pay for a period of ten years. That 


bill came before the Committee on Pensions of the 


'| Senate this morning, and, on examination, they 


concluded that half pay for ten years was not 
within the line of precedents adopted by their 


ject. 
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committee, and therefore reduced it to five years, 
reducing the sum proposed to be paid by the House 
to a small pittance; and the committee, upon the 
suggestion that the widow was old and infirm, 
and probably could not survive until the next ses- 
sion of Congress, recommended its passage im- 
mediately. 

Now, sir, that is the case of an old widow. It 
had been long delayed, and yet now when her bill 
is before us an amendment to it is propused, which 
brings up, at this stage of the session, all the ques- 
tions involved in the proceedings of the execution 
of the fugitive slave oe in Boston. I need not 
say that it isa subject-matter entirely different anid 
foreign to it. It tends to bring upa disputed quer- 
tion. So far from the committee being unani- 
mously in favor of the amendment, there was not 
a majority which united in its recommendation. 
It involves questions of great magnitude, and en- 
tirely irrelevant to the subject-matter of the original 
bill. What is recommended in the original bill is 
a pension, which is to be granted in accordance 
with the uniform practice of Congress from the 
Revolution down to this day. What is proposed 
by the amendment is to givea bounty to the widow 
of a person who was not a soldier engaged in the 
military service of the country, but a ervil officer 
assisting in the execution of a process. What is 
proposed in the original bill isa pension. What 
is proposed in the other case is a bounty, a bounty 
which is a matter of discretion, and, therefore, 
unless great care is taken, may be acted upon 
from motives and considerations which might be 
capricious. 

Now. then, it will be seen at once that whatever 
may be the circumstances of this matter, as to its 
effect upon public business, this bill, if amended 
as proposed, cannot pass Congress at the present 
session. Only four days remain until the expira- 
tion of the session, and as to an amendment of 
this character, if it shall pass here--and it cannot 
be expected to pass without debate—the House 
of Representatives, who are engaged in very im- 
portant business, cannot be likely to take up a 
question which is so much litigated, and so much 
litigated in the House of Representatives, as to 
the payment of a bounty to the widow of a per- 
son for his assistance in the execution of the fugi- 
tive slave act. It is but a few days since a prop- 
osition to repeal that law received forty-nine votes 
in the other House. And when they were pre- 
pared to vote for the repeal of the fugitive slave 
law, they cannot be expected to vote fora bounty 
of this character, for services in its execution, at 
least without diseussion or debate upon this sub- 

Thus, then, not only the original measure, so 
right, just, and humane in itself, but this new meas- 
ure, which, although so questionable, many have 
so much at heart, may fail. We shall,then, with- 
out attaining the object of giving a bounty to the 
person named in the amendment defeat the main 
purpose of the House of Representatives, which 
they have expressed in the bill which they -sent 
here. lLregret the presentation of the subject at 
this time, because it will, without doubt, tend to 
injure a meritoriousclaim. [tis not my purpose 
unnecessarily to debate the question. Honorable 
Senators who favor the amendment have said that 
they are ready to take the question upon the re- 
ports without argument. The effect of such a prop- 
osition as that, would be the surrendering of the 
right of debate, and we should come here to the 
consideration of the questions, which in future 
may come up, without the benefit of that argu- 
ment which is always presumed to be necessary 
for the enlightenment of the country, as well ase 
the enlightenment of the Senate itself. 

I need not say one word in behalf of the ori- 
ginal bill. I ayn sure that the consideration which 
induced the House of Representatives to pass’ it 
unanimously, and which induced the Senate unan- 
imously to take it up, would also induce theSen- 
ate to pass it. I appeal to them to carry out this 
intention by letting that bill pass which is in itself 
unobjectionable, and let the other come in as a 
distinct proposition for a bounty upon its own 
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merits. That is the true mode of proceeding. But, 
sir, if that shall not be the pleasure of the Senate, 
I have to suggest to them that, according to the 
showing of the report which has been made by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner,] in 
which | concurred, the proposition contained in 
the amendment, is in entire conflict with the habit- 
ual practice of the Government from its commence- 
ment unul the present day. 

A case at the very present session has been sub- 
mitted to the Senate which is contained in this 
report, in which the Committee on Pensions, fol- 
lowing up the rule which had prevailed, refused 
to grant compensation to a person who was in- 
jured in the civil service of the country. The 
distinction between the case of the allowance of a 
pension for military services and extraordinary 
compensation for public civil services, is just as 
broad as the line which separates the military and 
naval service from the civil service of the country. 
The military service is one which requires exclu- 
sive devotion, and which withdraws the man who 
enters it from the pursuits of civil life. Lt requires 
the soldier or officer to devote himself, in the prime 
of life, and the officer especially with the expen- 
wive acquirements perhaps of military education 
and study, to a hazardous course of life. When 
the officer or soldier returns from the battle field, 
it is oniy poetry to say that he can convert the 
sword into the plowshare. The whole pension 
system, or atleasta large portion of our legislation 
from the beginning to this day, in this country, as 
in every other country that ever supported an 
army or navy, is that a pension should be granted 
to those who entered into the navy or army upon 
considerations of duty or patriotism, and became 
incapacitated for the support of themseives and 
families, 

On the other hand, the civil service is one which 
brings its reward and its fame without running 
any peculiar hazard, and even with profit and 
without any unnecessary sacrifice. It is volun- 
tary on the part of our citizens to assume the 
office of President of the United States, as it is 
to assume the office of marshal or deputy mar- 
shal. It is voluntary on the part of the citizen to 
assume the office of representative in the Senate, 
or in the House of Representatives, or any other 
civil office which is attended with no peril of life or 
limb. Weare all of us paid for the discharge of 
our duties in the civil department, and this com- 
pensation is regarded as adequate. Weare all of 
us, as Senators in Congress, agents in the civil 
service of the country, but at the same time that 
we are performing our duty in that capacity, and 
receiving compensation for it, we also have our 
farms, our mercantile and professional employ- 
ments, and our various other vocations which 
constantly follow us, and to which we can at last 
return with ease from those labors, and by assi- 
duity in pursuing them, make provision for the 
support of our families. 

‘This distinction is a just and necessary distinc- 
tion; for if we require of a soldier extraordinary du- 


self and educating his family, it is right to provide 


_ ahospital for him when disabled, to provide bounty 


land for him, upon which he can retire when he 
has completed the term for which he was employed 
in his country’s service, and even pensions to his 
widow and family when he falls. This distinc- 
tion must be adhered to. If we hold out equal 
inducements to hope for pensions and rewards in 
the civil service, equal to those offered in the mili- 
tary service, the tendeney will be at once to dis- 
courage enlistments in the Army and inthe Navy 
of the United States, and to encourage still greater 
competition in the service of the civil departments 
of the Government, when we know that the com- 
petition for places in the civil service has become 
so eXtensive as a resort for a livelihood, as to in- 
duce all manner of intrigue and corruption for the 
acquisition of places. 

“t have said that this was a broad distinction. | 
have said that it has been adhered to, and I will 
give to the Senate, in addition to the cases pre- 
sented in the report, another case, which occurred 
some two or me rial yom ago, of acivil officer who 
was recognized and provided for by law as enti- 
tled to make certain charges for services rendered. 
He was a New York pilot, required to go on 
board a public armed ship of the United States, in 
the port of New York, to conduct her into the 
harbor, and, after arriving on board, and while he 


TH 


was performing that duty, the cable slipped acci- | 


dentally, through the carelessness of an officer or | 


Beaman in the public vessel, and the pilot lost a 
limb, and was disabled for life. 
case before the Senate some two or three years 
ago. 
one. Q 
entire hardship, and stating that they could 
scarcely see the difference between the military 


and the civil service in such a case, the Senate 


threw it out because the pilot was in the civil ser- 


| brought the | 


I presented it to the Senate as a meritorious | 
After due consideration, and admitting its 


vice; and the result was, that no relief was granted | 


to him. 
So far, then, as the present question is con- 
cerned, without going into any dispute in re- 


gard to the case in the original bill, claiming that 
it is entitled to the favorable consideration of the 
Senate, inasmuch as it provides a pension for the 


benefit of the widow of a worthy soldier, I think 
that we ought not to embarrass it, or render it 


doubtful, for the purpose of providing a bounty | 


in another case. I cannot vote for this Boston 
case, which contains so many objectionable fea- 
tures. 


Especially does it present before Congress | 


a necessity for considering the validity of the fugi- | 


tive slave law. 
is disputed and denied. The resistance itself was 
a consequence of that dispute, and of a repugnance 


The constitutionality of that law | 
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of sentiment of a portion of the country to the || 


law. The law, for these reasons, fails to be exe- 
cuted without extraordinary expenditure and ex- 
traordinary efforts on the part of the Executive. 


That law is now under consideration in many of 
The supreme court of the State of 


the courts. 


Massachusetts has affirmed its constitutionality, | 


or is understood so to have done. 


The supreme | 


court in another State (Wisconsin) has denied its | 


constitutionality, For myself, itis enough for me 


to say that I agree with the supreme court of | 


Wisconsin on that subject. But while this ques- 


tion is open, and while it will ultimately be re- | 


ferred to, and decided by, the highest tribunal, the | 
tendency of this measure is to induce persons, by | 


_largesses, to assist in the execution of what I, 


|| with them, deem an unconstitutional law. With- | 
| out going into the merits of the constitutional ques- | 
| ion at the present time, it is enough for me to say || 


that there is a division in this House, and in the 


| other House, and that this division is continually | 


| widening. The number of those who believe that 
the law is constitutional is becoming less and less. 
|The number to-day is far less than the number 


|| yesterday; and, according to the indications, they 


| arelees now than they will be a year hence; and 
| they will grow less and less every year here- 
|| after, 
| Then, at the present time, under such circum- 
|, Stances, believing that this law is entirely uncon- 
| stitutional, | submit it is neither right nor wise to 
| give it a factitious support in this mode, unless it 
shali be shown that there is an extreme case re- 
quiring such action. There is no extreme case 
|| before us in the original bill. This widow, Betsy 


| Nash, and her husband, have been before us for | 
ties, which incapacitate him from supporting him- | 


| sixteen years, imploring the attention of Congress. 
|| The Batchelder case is two months old, no more. 


'| Now, if the widow of the soldier who fought the | 
| battles of his country in the war of 1812, whose | 


| Services are admitted, and whose claim is sup- 

ported by precedents in the history of the country 
| without number, could wait here for sixteen years, 
| this Batchelder case, asking from us a bounty to 


| be paid immediately, can wait until another ses- || 


| sion, especially if, by allowing it, we risk the ori- 
ginal bill? It would give me no pleasure, no sat- 
| sfaction, no triumph personally to defeat this 
; amendment; for if it shall be the pleasure of Con- 
gress that services of this kind, in the execution 
of the fugitive slave law, besides being paid for in 
the lavish way that we have seen, shall also be put 
‘| on the level of having served in the Army and in 
the Navy, and so receive an extraordinary boun- 
| ty, I shail yield. 
|: 
|| the repugnance of freemen and the free States to 
| the fugitive slavelaw. I can wait. . 
| Butagain, sir, the facts in this case areassumed. 
|| There is no evidence that | know of. 
|| ciate on the Committee on Pensions can inform 
|, me whether Lam correct or not.) 1 do not know 
| that a petition has been presented asking for it. 


|| The honorable Senator who moved the amend- 
|| ment can answer whether a petition has been pre- 


We shall see whether proceed- 
| ings so extraordinary will operate to overcome 


(My asso- 


‘| sented by the person to whom it is proposed to 








allow the bounty. Receiving noanswer, | 
that Mrs. Batchelder has not applied fo 
sion, that her name is put up here to 
defeat the granting of a pension to an 
woman, without her knowledge, conse 
ference. There has been no petition present 
No petitions, recommendations, or representatiy, 
of facts, are presented by anybody in her behais 
There is no information, no legislativeinformati.,. 
no information such as the Senate requires th 
which this bill is to proceed. All we know of. 
that certain transactions occurred in the city of Bos 
ton in regard to the fugitive slave law; that M 
Batchelder was killed, and that we are now act; ; 
upon the newspaper accounts of the da . while = 
judicial investigation of the matter is being prosec : 
ted with care. When this investigation shall ihove 
been completed, and the decision of the court shall 
be known, it will then be time to act We shall 
then know whether James Batchelder perished is 
supporting the execution of this law, or whether 
he did not; whether he perished in resisting a num. 
ber of persons who were Opposing the eXecution 
of the law, or whether he perished by the designs 
of private malice, which took this occasion > te. 
venge itself. 

Now, sir, I present these views with calmness 
and after due deliberation, and with purposed 
moderation, because it was not my Purpose to 
elicit a discussion of this subject, which couid in 
any way embarrass measures of great public inter. 
est which are yet to be considered within the four 
days that remain to us of this session. In doing 


Presume 
F @ pen. 
Oppose and 
unfortunate 
nt, or Inter. 


_so, [ have siuply performed my duty in assivn. 


| tions which are involved in the amendment. 


ing the reasons, if the amendment shall pass, which 
will determine me to vote against this bill. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 am exceedingly anxious 
that this discussion should be got rid of. It seems 
to me at this late day of the session weare spend- 
ing our time very unprofitably in the discussion 
of this question. I could get rid of the debate by 
a motion that the subject lie on the table, but | 
have no desire to defeat the original bill, which, 
as far as | understand it from the reading of the 
report, is a very meritorious one. It is an act of 
justice which ought to have been done before; but 
it is impossible to discuss now the various ques- 
Lido 
not know that the time will ever come when it will 


_ be profitable to discuss the question of the repeal 
| of the fugitive slave law; but this amendment in- 
volves a more important question—the propriety 
| of placing a name upon the pension roll for civil 


|| services. 


Generally | am opposed to that. There 


| may be particular circumstances in this case which 


| will justify Congress in granting a pension to the 


surviving widow. At all events, that question 


ought to be fully discussed, because it will be cited 


hereafter as a precedent, and we shall be called 
upon to make appropriations from the Treasury, 
wherever an individual has lost his life in the 
performance of civil duty. 

Now, Mr. President, I appeal to the Senator 
from Mississippi to withdraw his amendment. [ 
should not ask him to do that, if | were not satisfied 
that the original bill ought to pass, and that it 
will be impossible to obtain a vote on it to-day, if 
this discussion goes on. Here we are with sev- 
eral important questions, which must be disposed 
of at this session of Congress. We are in the 
middle of the dog-days; none of us are disposed 


to labor more than eight or ten hours a day. We 


shall be compelled to Jabor that much to dispose 


|| of the necessary business which is before us. | 


_ask, therefore, that this question, so far as the 


| session. 


amendment is concerned, may go over to the next 
Then we shall have an opportunity to 


| discuss all the questions at length; and if the Abo- 


litionists on this floor desire to revive the slavery 


_ agitation by a discussion of the repeal of the fugr 
_ tive slave law, it can be done then in mid-winter, 
| when there can be no danger of anybody being 


hurt. I ask my frignd from Mississippi, there- 


| fore, as he sees the intention of the Abolitionists 


on this floor to discuss the amendment, to with- 
| draw it. They oppose it, as they say, upon prin 
ciple. They have no principle about them. It's 
a part of their profession and desire to agitate this 


thing. 
Mr. ADAMS. Ihave no desire to embarrass 
the regular business of the session, or to do an 
act in conflict with the judgment of any friend. | 
| have offered the amendment in good faith. | intro- 
| duced the original resolution which oceasioned the 
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my purpose or desire to increase the fanati- 


pot 


THE CONGRESSION 


ort of the committee on the subject. It was | 


cism of the North, or to excite the indignation of | 
the South, at the shedding of the blood of a faith- | 


ful officer in the discharge of his duty in main- 
taining the laws of the country, and the rights of 
the South. I had no such desire. 
from New York, however, has spoken on the 
impropriety of bringing up this question at so late 
aday. Why is tt so? The committee would 
have reported promptly on the resolution which 
was passed unanimously by this body, but for 


the opposition of that Senator and his colleague | 


(Mr. Sumver] on that side of the question. They 
have occasioned the delay. I have attempted, 
(believing, as I did, that it was important, thatthere 
was not a question before the body that has occu- 
jied its consideration of more importance than 


arethe principles involved in this measure,) time | 
When it was in order, | | 


and azain, to call it up. 
have offered it as an amendment to a meritorious 
bill. 1 felt itto be my duty to offer it. 1 pro- 
,osed to the Senators upon the other side, pre- 
suming that every Senator had made up his mind 
on the subject, to take a vote on the amendment 
and bill without discussion. The Senator from 
New York has thought proper to go on and give 
us his views in relation to it. Iam _ willing still, 


upon the reports of the committee which have | 


been read, to throw in the speech of the Senator 
from New York upon that side of the scale, and 


take a vote without saying another word on the | 


merits ofthe amendment. I hope that the Senate, 


if there should be further discussion, will permit | 


it to come from the other side of the House. 
Mr. STUART. I desire to unite with the Sen- 


ator from California in asking the Senator from || 
Mississippi to withdraw his amendment. It | 


seems obvious that discussion will grow out of it, 
and that at very great length, at a stage of the 
session when there is no time for it.’ I doubt not 
there are many Senators who, like the Senator 
from California, are not prepared to act this day 
upon setting the precedent of giving pensions for 
civil services. I confess to be among that num- 
ber. I think there is more importance in it than 
has been supposed, perhaps, by some Senators. I 
could not, therefore, vote upon this question with- 
out giving, at length, the views which I entertain 
upon the general subject. I take it for granted 
that other Senators feel similarly. I do not wish 
to embarrass the proposition at all at the proper 
time; but [ hope the Senator will, in view of all 
the circumstances, withdraw the amendment, and 
let the original bill pass. If he does not, I shall 
feel it to be my duty, under the circumstances, to 
move to postpone the whole subject until the next 
session of Congress—the original bill as well as 
the amendment. I think, sir, we have now a dis- 
position on the part of the majority of the Senate 
to dispose of the river and harbor bill to-day. The 
other appropriation bills are crowded upon the 
Senate. The chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance [Mr. Hunter] has appealed to me to-day 
to allow him to pass one or two of the smallest 
appropriation bills. The whole business of the 
session is blocked, and will stand blocked here, if 
the slavery question be discussed. I hope the 
Senator from Mississippi will withdraw the 
amendment, or else agree that the subject may be 
postponed until the next session of Congress; for 
I certainly, having in charge, under the instruc- 
tion of the Committee on Commerce, the river 
and harbor bill, shall deem it to be my duty to 
make the motion to postpone. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not propose to enter into the 
discussion of this question at this time. I am 
indisposed to trespass upon the attention of the 
Senate, when I see that they are impatient and 
anxious to act. Yet, sir, I cannot permit the oc- 
casion to pass without saying, in justification of 
that portion of the committee which made the 
report in favor of the bill for the relief of Mrs. 
Batchelder, that I stand prepared, on a proper oc- 
casion, to vindicate that revort throughout, and to 
show that the bill is sustained by precedents—by 
many precedents—by some which have been re- 
ported during this session, one at least by one of 
the members of the committee who oppose the 
bill. [allude to the Senator from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Sumwer.] I will convict him out of his own 


The Senator | 








The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Coorer 
in the chair.) The Senator is not in order. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President 

Mr. CLAY. I do not yield the floor, Mr. 
President. 

Mr. SUMNER. I rise toa question of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Alabama is certainly out of order, 

Mr. CLAY. | shall forbear; but there are things 
asserted in the views of the minority which are 
a gross and unwarrantable reflection upon that por- 
tion of the committee who signed the report in 
favor of the bill, and hence-l cannot sit patiently 
by and hear, from that quarter especially, any- 
thing derogatory to the character of gentlemen on 
this floor. {am prepared to show, and will show, 
I say, by the action of the Senate, by the action 
of the Committee on Pensions, and by the action 
of the Senator from Massachusetts himself, that 
this bill is not without precedent, and that it is a 
stronger case, appealing on stronger grounds to 
the support of the Senate, than the one- which 
he has reported from the Committee on Pensions, 
and recommended to the favorable consideration of 
the Senate. 

Itis charged again, that this report is unsus- 
tained by any evidence. I want to meet that, and 
to show that that charge, likewise, is wholly un- 
founded in fact, and that it is sustained by more 
, and better evidence than many cases which have 
come before the Senate during thts session, and 
received the unanimous support of the Senate. I 
further propose to show that itis not only sus- 
tained by precedent, and by testimony, but that it 
is sustained by principle; that the very principle 
which lies at the foundation of your whole pen- 
sion system will support it, and that there is no 
pension which has been allowed by Congress 
during this session that is better sustained by 
| principle than this case. But, sir, as | remarked 

in the outset, | am enfeebled by recent sickness, 
_ and feel myself physically unable to do justice to 
_ myself or the occasion; hence | do not desire to 
debate it; but if the Senate should think proper to 
discuss it, | wish to meet the opponents of this 
measure on all the questions which they present. 

Mr. STUART. | move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the question until the second 
Monday in December next. 

Mr. PETTIT. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. 





(Mr. Apams] prefers that | should move that it 
lie upon the table. 
Mr. ADAMS. 


| present session, it can be called up. 

Mr. STUART. I have no objection to that. 
I therefore make the motion that the subject lie 
on the table. 

Mr. CASS. I hope my colleague will with- 
draw that motion for one moment. 

Mr. STUART. Certainly. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I cannot vote for 


the river and harbor bill. That is now under con- 
sideration; and unless immediately disposed of, it 
will be lost at this late stage of the session. I am 
in favor of this measure of compensating the fam- 
ily of Batchelder, who was killed, not long since, 
at Boston. Your laws grant pensions to the near 
connections of all persons who lose their lives 
upon the field of battle, while defending their 
| country against a foreign enemy. ‘This man fell 
in the holiest of causes—in defending the Consti- 
tution of his country when violently and ruthlessly 
attacked; and | know of no case which com- 
mends itself more strongly to the sympathy of the 
American people, or to the favorable action of the 
American Congress. I shall vote for the sum re- 
ported, as a feeble compensation to a bereaved 
and afflicted family, and also as an encouragement 
to all persons called out 





duty fearlessly and faithfully—knowing that a 
grateful country will take charge of those dearest 
to them, should their lives be the sacrifice of their 
patriotic exertions. 

| Mr. WADE. I do not rise for the purpose of 
detaining the Senate upon this subject. | am in 


hopes that the amendment will be withdrawn. || 


mouth, either of an ignorant or willful misrepre- | disagree entirely with the Senator from Michigan, 


sentation of the action of the Senate upon this || [Mr. Cass.} 


subject —— 


I think, sir, it involves principles of 


Mr. STUART. The Senator from Mississippi | 


I prefer that motion, so that if || 
we should have leisure at any time during the || 


taking up any question which would interfere with | 
|| threat, to make the Senate Chamber a sort of 


by competent authority | 
to assert the majesty of the laws, to execute that | 
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case of first impression arising out of an uncons*i- 
tutional law, which is edious to the people of the 
North; which many of us regard as entirely un- 
constitutional. If, sir, it should be decided to be 
unconstitutional, how improper it would be to 
pension those who volunteer to stand forward in 
its vindication, Thereare many questions involved 
inthe measure. Prominent is the question of pen- 
sioning the widow of one who dies in the civil 
service. It isa matter of great consequence, and as 
an advocate of the river and harbor bill, in which 
the State that I represent-in part has as great an 
interest as any other, | hope that this exciting 
questiun will not be thrust upon the Senate at this 
ume. I hope the Senator from Mississippi will 
withdraw the amendment, and let us go to work 
with the great measure of the improvement of 
rivers and harbors. itis because lam so anxious 
to bring that measure to a vote, that, notwith- 
standing the people of my State are so much inter- 
ested in it, | have not opened my muuth to speak 
upon tt. I wish to do nothing but vote upon it. 
I think a majority of the Senate are in favor of 
sustaining this great measure of public policy, 
which is so much asked for by the State of Ohio, 
and other States. I am very anxious thata vote 
should be taken upon it. 

1 am the last man who would shrink from an in- 
vestigation of the question involved in the amend- 
ment, which has been submitted by the Senator 
from Mississippi. Let it come up at the proper 
time in the session, when its merits can be pro- 
perly debated, and I shall not shrink from its in- 
vestigation. This session began with an agitation 
of the slavery question, to the detriment of other 
great public measures. I hope it will not now be 
renewed on this bill. I implore the Senator from 

| Mississippi to withdraw the amendment, and not 
have the whole subject ordered to lie on the table, 
| because the original bill seems to be a proposition 
which everybody wishes to see passed; and by its 
defeat we should be doing great injury to a meri- 
| torious claimant. I hope, therefore, the Senator 
will withdraw the amendment, and postpone it 
| until a future time, when it can be brought up 
| under proper circumstances, and be properly de- 
| bated. There are different opinions prevailing 
| upon it—honestly prevailing. All | wish is, that 
it may be presented to us ata time when it can be 
properly discussed. 
Mr. RUSK. I think, sir, this matter is in as 
| proper a condition to be voted upon as any that I 
| have ever seen before the Senate. The facts are 
| short. There is no disputeabout them at all, and 
| half a moment’s reflection will satisfy every gen- 
tleman upon the propriety of the principle upon 
| which he should act, either in voting for, or against 
| the amendment. The opponents of the measure 
| choose to say that they are not going to permit it to 
| pass; but they will consume time, and, perhaps, 


'| endanger the river and harbor bill, and some of 


| 

| 

| the appropriation bills. Well, then, the object of 
| the discussion is not to elicit anything on which 

the Senate may act. The object is, at this stage 
| of the proceedings, if it is not postponed on this 


| platform on which to address the angry passions 
outof doors. Under such circumstances, although 
| | should not have offered the proposition, if | had 
| it in charge, as an amendment to the bill, yet as 
| it is up, and as this threat has been thrown out, I 
| shall vote against ordering the bill to lie on the 
table, and against its postponement. 
| Mr. WADE. I do not know that the Senator 
| from Texas alludes to meas making a threat. 
Mr. RUSK. No, sir; I did not. 
Mr. WADE. I made none; and I do not un- 
| derstand that any threats have been made. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Cooper 
in the chair.) The question is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. STUART. If it is the design of the Sen- 
ate to take the question on this amendment now, 
I must ask their attention for five minutes, while 

| I state the reasons which influence my mind in 

| voting against it, 

| | have no hesitation in declaring that the Cor 

| stitution, in my judgment, provides clearly a: 

| definitively for the return of fugitive slaves. I 
have just as little hesitation in declaring that, in 

| my opinion, the lawa which have been enacted 
for carrying out that provision, are within the 

| constitutional power of Congress; and if they 


il great consequence to this nation. I think it is a || were insufficient for the purpose of carrying out 
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declaration, that I would, atany time whilea mem- 
ver of Congress, vote for additional legislation to | 
in all this, | subscribe to what | 
1 deem to be the plain provisions of the Constitu- | 
tion of the United States, and pronounce no opin- | 
ion whatever upon the question of slavery in the 
abstract. 

But, sir, the proposition that is now before the | 


effect that object. 


Senate, regard itas you will, is plainly a propo- || my distinguished colleague, whose views are dif- 


sit’ -n te pension the widow of a man who fallsin | 





the civil service of the country. It is true that || correct the impression which might possibly be 
the case alluded to of the marshal in Georgia, Mr. || inferred from my vote, that | was opposed to the 
iorsyth, is a case in point; but that was as long || execution of the fugitive slave law. I think | 


igo us 1794, and has not been acted upon to any | 
erent exter certainly, if to any extent, at all since 
This question then, | say, involves the 
principle whether Congress will pension the widows | 


that time. 


nnd children of individuals who fall in the civil ser- || 
vice of the United States, for [ apprehend there is 
no Senator who will say that he would confine it | 


to cases where individuals fell in aiding the execu- 
tion of the fugitive slave law. That would bea 
distinction so invidious and so obnoxious toa large || 
portion of the country, that nobody would think of 
proposing a law like that. Therefore, | do not re- | 
card this question at all in respect totheexecution | 
of that law, and Lam not disposed to give my views | 
upon itin thatlight. [think thatthe report which | 
was made by the Senator from lowa,as chairman 
of the Committee on Pensions, respecting the case 
which oceurred in the navy-yard in this city, was 
a case in point against this, proposition. ‘The 
committee therefore decided, and the Senate sanc- | 
tioned the report, that, inasmuch as that man was | 
not connected with the naval or military service of | 
the country, his widow was notentitled to a pen- 
sion, and they refused it. 

Now, sir, if Congressis about to change the law 
on this subject, it certainly ought not to be done | 
in the morning, and within five days of the heel | 
of the session, when there is no opportunity to | 
examine itordiscussit. Sir, [ have never thought | 
thatit wasa clear proposition originally, that Con- 
gress possessed the power, under the Constitution, 
to grant pensions in military or naval cases. There 
certainly is no constitutional authority in express || 
terms, and it can only be inferred from the fact, | 
which you must assume, that without it there 
would be difficulty in furnishing the naval and 
military service of the country with men; because, 
unless there is a necessity of that character infer- 
able from the power to raise and support armies | 
and navies, there is no constitutional power to 
grant pensions in those cases. It might be, that 


| 


| 


| merits of this claim. 
| attention of the Senator from Michigan, who has 


| the Secretary of War, to be sure, but he was en- 


| case, and I find no difficulty in distinguishing it 
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ihe constitutional provision, | am free to add the || ally, or a particular law, cannot be executed with- 


out some provision of this kind, I cannot consent 
to vote for a bill which pensions the widow of an 
individual who has fallen in the civil service of the 
country. 

I shall not detain the Senate by any lengthy 
discussion; but | have deemed it my duty to sa 
this much, for two reasons: First, because [| shall 
find myself obviously compelled to vote against 


ferent from mine on this question; secondly, to 


have done enough, personally, to save myself 
from any imputation of that sort. I conclude by 
repeating, that upon any proper occasion, and 
upon ail proper occasions, while I am honored 
with a seat in Congress, when it shall be found 
necessary, in order to execute this, or any other 
law, in the opinion of the President of the United 
States, whose duty it is to execute the laws, to 
have further legislation by Congress, 1 shall vote 
for any further legislation to execute this, as well 
as all other laws which are sanctioned, in my 
judgment, by the plain provisions of the Consti- 
tution. 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, [ will not de- 
tain the Senate by going into a discussion of the 
I beg leave only to call the 


just closed his remarks, to another case in point. 
He admits the case of Major Forsyth, in 1794, to 
bein point. That was one of the first sessions of 
Congress under this Government. Then 1 would 
ask him if he did not, this session, vote for grant- 
ing a pension to the widow and children of Cap- 
tain Gunnison. He was under the direction of 


gaged in civil engineering, an enterprise not 80 
hazardous to life as the execution of this law in 
the city of Boston. You have precedents all 
through the legislation of the Government down 
to the present time. 

Mr. STUART. I certainly did vote for that 
from this. Congress passed a law by which cer- 
tain explorations were to be made under the direc- 
tion of the War Department, and Captain Gunni- 
son, who fell in that service, was an officer in the 
Army, and if he had hesitated to obey the order 
of the War Department, he would have been cash- 
iered, and expelled from the service, as he would 
have been if he had disobeyed an order while in 
the actual military service of the country. Sir, | 





if a condition of things had arisen in the country 
where a civil law could not be executed, there 
would be some analogy. If the President of the 
United States should inform Congress, through 
the medium of a message, that a law of Congress 
could not be executed without holding out some 
provision of this kind, the contingency might per- 
haps arise which would assimilate it to what is 
assumed in the case of the Army and Navy. 

But, Mr. President, it will be recollected that 
there is this difference: it is the business of Con- 
gress to raise and support armies and navies under 
the Constitution; it is the business of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, under the Constitution, 
10 see that the laws are faithfully executed. Con- 
zress, therefore, if the power is conferred by the 
Constitution, has the right to infer or to assume 
that the naval and military service of the country 
demands the passage of laws pensioning the sur- 
vivors of those who fall in the service, without 
any indication from the President whatever; be- 


cause, ! repeat, to raise and support armies is the | passing a law and requiring the Secretary of War 
to execute it, and passing a law and aoa the 
the 


duty of Congress under the specific provisions of 
the Constitution. Itis not the duty of Congress 
to execute the laws, and therefore Congress has 
no right to assume, without an indication or inti- 
mation from the President of the United States, 
that a law which it has*passed will not be execu- 
ted unless there is held out to those whose duty it 
is to execute it some provisions of this character. 
Hence [ infer that there isa plain difference, a 
clear distinction, between the powers in these two 
cases—as plain a distinction as there is between 
the duties of Congress and the duties of the Pres- 
ident of the United States. The one is to enact 
the laws, the other to execute them. 


States shall, in the mode pointed out by the Con- 


see a distinction between the present case, and one 

where Congress sees fit to pass laws calling upon 
the War Duparteneat to do certain acts, and the 
| War Department, in virtue of the power conferred 
| upon it, puts its officers in the service, and sends 
| them not upon the borders among the Indians, 
| where there is as much, and more hazard—I repeat 


| with emphasis to the Senator, where there is more 


hazard in a small party of this character, than 
| there would be if there was an army of one thou- 

sand men fighting the same Indians under a dec- 

laration of war. 

circumstances, I will vote as cheerfully to grant a 
| pension to his widow, as | would if he had fallen 

under the walls of Mexico. ‘There is a plain and 
_ palpable difference between that case and the case 
| of the man who is executing civil process. 

Mr. ADAMS. The Senator has shown very 
good reasons why he voted as I supposed he had 
voted; and I do not object to that; but he has 
failed to show a’ distinction between Congress 


| President, who is the commander-in-chief o 
Army and Navy, toexecute. The Constitution 


requires of him to see that that law be faithfully 
executed. We passed a law in conformity to the 
The execution 
of that law, owing to a peculiar state of circum- 
stances where it was to be executed, I repeat, 
was as hazardous to life (and experience has 
shown it in this case) as was the enterprise in 
which the gentleman was engaged, for whose 
widow the Senator voted to grant a pension. | 
By our legis- 
lation we declare to our citizens that if they will 
Now, sir, until the President of the United go and fight our battles, we will pay them a cer- 
tain sum of money as a regular compensation for 
stitution, report to Congress that the laws gener- | their services, if they should live and return to 


requirements of the Constitution. 


| gee no distinction in thetwo cases. 








If aman is killed under those | 





July 31, 
their families, but that, if they should lose thei 
lives in the service of their country, their families 
should be cared for and provided for by the Goy. 
ernment by pensions. understand your polic 
to be, further, that whenever you require public 
service of a character hazardous to life, it is the 
province of Congress, it is the duty of Congress, 
as a matter of policy ag well as of justice, if an 


| individual, in attempting faithfully to execute that 
tag : : 
law, loses his life, to provide for his family. 


Whether he loses his life in snch a case, in the 
civil or military service, can make no possible 
difference. ‘The only distinction which can be 
drawn, is that, if a man is engaged in civil service 
when the ordinary discharge of that duty is not 
more hazardous than other civil occupations, if he 
loses his life, the Government will not provide for 
his family; but if that service be extra hazardous 
to life, Congress, asa matter of policy and justice 
has heretofore provided, and should continue to 
provide, for such a case. 

The present case is familiar to every one. The 
execution of this law, every one knows, was, un- 
der the circumstances, a hazardous task. Almost 
any man in that community, if he had the choice 
left to him to have gone into the Mexican war and 
meet the enemy, with the sympathies of the whole 
country on his side, would prefer meeting the 
enemy under such circumstances, rather than to 
execute the fugitive slave law in the city of Bos- 
ton. I say nothing against the city of Boston or 
its citizens. I give them great credit for execut- 
ing the law as they did, under the state of public 
feeling which I know existed there at that time. 
But there was hazard of life in executing the law. 
The widow of James C. Batchelder has lost her 
husband; she has lost her protector; she has lost 
him on whom she had been in the habit of leaning 
for support and protection; she lost him while he 
was engaged in executing a law which this Con- 
gress required him to execute. The only consola- 
tion she has nowis, that hedied at his postin defense 
of the Constitution and the laws of his country. 
I was going to say, that if there was a man on 
this floor, or elsewhere, unwilling to vote for this 
aa I desired to see him; but I do not. 

ut [ want the country to know the fact. 

You cannot pay for the shedding of innocent 
blood. You cannot atone for the first pang of 
anguish and grief, when this lady was expectin 
her husband to return from his daily labor, an 
she wasinformed he was dead. You cannot make 
her compensation. But the amount proposed is 
reasonable. That cannot be denied; but the only 
argument offered by the Senator from New York 
against my proposition is, that the bill to which 
this is an amendment is a most meritorious one, 
that Congress has neglected for many years to 
perform its duty in that case. If Congress has 
neglected to perform its duty in reference to an- 
other, is that any argument that it should fail now 
to do its duty in this case? 

I will not, however, be betrayed into a discus- 
sion of the merits of this question. 1 have desired 
from the commencement only to get a vote on it. 


| I take it for granted the whole country, North and 


South, will approve of the proposition. I hap- 
pened to be at Boston on the next day after the 
delivery of the fugitive slave about whom the ex- 
citement was raised. I heard the subject spoken 
of very freely amongst the people there. I had 
| the honor of offering the original resolution di- 


recting the committee to make an inquiry into the 


| expediency of oe a pension in this case, and 
| | heard it spoken of; but I heard no man whether 





opposed to the fugitive slave law or not, inti- 
| mate an opinion that Congress ought not to pro- 
| vide for the widow. Congress required him to 
| execute the law, and I take it for granted there is 
, no man North or South who will not approve such 
| a just proposition as this. 
| I desire to say, before I conclude my remarks, 
that I am not urging the pagsage of this amend- 
| ment particularly on account of the necessities of 
| this poor lady, who has to labor for her living, 
| 
i 


and who was dependent upon the daily labor of 
her husband while he was alive. The South 
| would provide for her wants if they were fifty 


times as great as they are; but public charity is 
| fickle and uncertain; and we might provide in this 


| instance, and in others we might not. For the 


i 
| 


| very cogent reasons offered by the honorable Sen- 
| ator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] I think it is the 
duty of Congress at once and promptly, to the 
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eglect of allother business, to throw its protect- 
ng arms around those who faithfully discharge | 
heir duty in executing the laws passed by Con- sroposed by the committee to the original bill ? 
vress. 1 have so looked upon it and so acted. || Was that passed on? 
regret exceedingly that the consideration of the The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pragosi- 
subject has come up at this time. It was not my | tion of the Senator from Massachusetts 17 an 
‘quit, for | have tried on all occasions, from the | amendment to the amendment proposing to repeal 
very moment | received the information, to have the fagitive slave law. The Chair has ruled it out 
che consideration of Congress upon this subject. |! of order. 
if it conflicts with other business now, I regretit, Mr. TOOMBS. 
ut | have no discretion under the circumstances. | propesss to the original bill, by the Senator from 
“Mr. SEWARD. Before the yeas andnaysare |) New York, from the committee, and then the 
taken on this question, | wish to say that, in order | amendment with reference to the Boston case 
to give evidence of my desire to conduct the pub- | came up. Now, | want toknow ifthe first amend- 
lic business, and proceed first with that which is || ment has been acted upon? 
most important,*I shall vote to postpone the very || The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
bill which I myself reported. |, was adopted. Do I understand the Senator from 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question Massachusetts that he desired to take an appeal? 
igon the amendment. ‘There ia no motion at| Mr. SUMNER. 
present pending to postpone. appeal from the decision of the Chair, though | 
“Mr. BRIGHT. As I shall vote against the || do respectfully submit to the Chair that, accord- 
amendment, I wish to state my reasons for doing ing to the practice of the Senate, an amendment like 
so. This is the first instance! have known since 
| have had a seat in this body, where a member |) bill is not out of order, and | submit further, that 
moved to take a private bill from the files and add || the proposition which I now make for the repeal 
itas an amendment to a bill reported from a com- | of the fugitive act, is entirely germane to that on 
mittee. It is clearly out of order to my mind. || which the Senate has just voted. In coupling the 
approve of much that was said by the honorable || Batchelder bill with the other, the Senate itself has 
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,] and if this || prepared the way for my proposition. 
were brought forward as an independent proposi- | 
tion, | should vote for it; but I will not establish || setts, I think, does not understand the ground on 
a precedent here that permits a Senator, when a || which the decision is put. Th 
report is made from a standing committee, to move |, that it is out of order, because it is an amendment 
to take a private bill from the files and add it to || to an amendment 
that report. The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Mr. WALKER. Why? 





No, sir; not 
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Mr. TOOMBS. Is there not yet an amendment 


Yes, sir; it | 
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mistaken. This is the first instance | have ever 
known where, after the yeas and nays were taken 
and the result Zaaanea a Senator was permitted 
to record his vote. I asked that privilege myself, 
some time ago, when | had not the pleasure of 
voting upon territorial bills. 

Mr. MALLORY. ! withdraw the vote 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not object to it as coming 
from the Senator from Florida, but I refer to it for 


There was an amendment | the purpose of showing how closely we adhere to 


rule. 
Several Senators. ‘* Order!’’ “*Order!”’ 
Mr. BRIGHT. I| am not out of order in stating 
that no question has been taken on the amend 
ment recommended by the committee. 
know what that amendment is. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


1 wish to 


It was in sub 


| stituting five years for ten, in the original bill, as 


I do not presume to take an | 


that now proposed, to a new section of a pending | 


| 


Mr. SEWARD. The Senator from Massachu- | 


The Chair decides | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || because it is an amendment to an amendment, but | 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Missis- || generally. As far as that is concerned it would | 


sippi. || be in order; but itis on the ground that the Sena- | 





Mr. SEWARD. There is a prior question to || tor from Massachusetts 
that. This amendment is not now in order.|| Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand that the 
There is an amendment reported by the commit- || Chair decides that the proposition | have submit- 
tee to the original bill. ted is out of order? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is too late to raise the |; The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
question of order now. || Mr. SUMNER. Ina: 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. | think it is || matter of public legislation, and not to a private 
too late. The amendment was received by the || claim, I do not understand the ground of the de- 
Senate; and it is too late, at this time, to object || cision of the Chair. 
to it. | The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 

The question being taken by yeas and nays || toamend the bill which is now pending, by a prop- 
upon Mr. Apams’s amendment, resulted—yeas | osition to repeal the fugitive slave law. 
34, nays 14; as follows: | does not consider that a proposition within the 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Benja- | 
min, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Dawson, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Evana, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, 
Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, 
Toucey, and Weller—34. 4 

NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Chase, Cooper, Fessenden, | 
Fish, Foot, Gillette, Rockwell, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, and Walker—14. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SUMNER. I beg leave now to offer the | 


following amendment to the section which has | 
just been added: 





Yes, sir. 


liamentary law. It is not a proposition, germane 
consideration. It is not admissible. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Senate has already de- 
cided that a proposition to grant bounty—— 
Mr. SLIDELL. 
The Senator from Massachusetts cannot address 
| the Chair in relation to the point of order. It has 
|, been decided. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
pealed as I understand. 
Several Senators. He has not. 
Provided, That the act of Congress, approved September The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then nothing 
18, 1850, for the surrender of fugitives fron service orlabor, || is before the Senate on that point. 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. Mr. BRIGHT. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I rise to a question of | whether the committee who reported the original 


order. Is that amendment in order? bill did not report an amendment with it? There 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Coopgr.) 


The Chair believes it is not. 
Mr. SUMNER. It is clearly in order, partic- 
ularly after what the Senate has done to-day in 


the one upon which the yeas and nays were taken; 
but we are quite as much in order in that as we 
were in permitting the Senator from Florida to 


connecting these two bills together. — vote. I call the attention of the Senate to that 
ae Senators. The question is not debat- subject, for the purpose of showing how closely 
able. 


we adhere to rules here. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will ask thé Senator to 
indulge me for a moment. was allowed to vote by unanimous consent. 

Mr.SUMNER. Certainly. Mr. BRIGHT. The Senate, by unanimous 

Mr. MALLORY. I wasnot present whenthe | consent, cannot break down a rule. The 17th 
question was taken on theamendment of thehon- rule provides expressly, that 
orable Senator from Mississippi. I was accident- ‘< When the yeas and nays shall bé taken on any ques- 
ally absent, and I ask the consent of the Senate tion, in pursuance of the above rule,no member shall be 
to have my vote recorded in the affirmative. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
asks unanimous consent to record his vote in favor 
of the amendment on which the question has just 
been taken. Is there objection? [None.] The 
motion will be received. 

Mr.SUMNER. Do I understand the Chair 
as ruling that my amendment is out of order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He does. The three days ago. 
amendment is not in order in the opinion of the Mr. BRIGHT. With due deference to the 
Chair. opinion of the Chair, I will state that the Chair is 


the decision is announced from the Chair.’’ 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
is not in order in discussing that matter. 
question had ‘een made at the time, it would 
probably have been so decided; but there have 
been frequent decisions during the present session 


Inasmuch as it relates toa | 


rules, nor a proposition to amend under the par- || min, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Cooper, Daw 


| 


|| as it seems to me, to the bill that is now under | 


} 


[ rise to a question of order. || 


He has ap- 


Now, I desire to inquire | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


| 


permitted, under any circumstances whatever, to vote after | 


If the | 


which are precisely in point, and one two or | 


the length of time during which the pension 
should continue. I understand the question was 
taken on that. 

Mr. BRIGHT. There has been no vote taken 
upon any amendment recommended by the com 
mittee 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
says that the question waa put upon that amend 
ment, and it was agreed to. At that time | was 
not in the chair. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to hear what the 
amendment was which was recommended by the 
committee. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

In the original bill strike out “ten” and insert “ five,’’ 
80 as to make it read ‘* to continue for five years.”’ 

Mr. BRIGHT. Does the Chair state that there 
was a vote upon that proposition ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
stand from the Secretary. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I was in the chair at the 
time, and my impression is that that amendment 
was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is upon ordering the amendment to be en 
grossed; and the bill, as amended, to be read a 
third time. 

Mr. SUMNER called for the yeas and nays; 


The Secretary can settle that 


So 1 under 


- || and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
he Chair | 


—yeas 37, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Benja 


son, Dodge of lowa, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Ten 

| nessee, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, 
Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Thompeon of Kentucky 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller 
37. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Bright, Chase, Fessenden, Fish, Foor, 

| Gillette, Rockwell, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, and 
Walker—12. 


Mr. SUMNER. In pursuance of notice, | now 

| ask leave to introdue a bill. 

Mr. STUART. | object to it, and move to take 
up the river and harbor bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The other bill 
is not disposed of. The third reading of a bill for 
the relief of Betsey Nash. 

The bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to amend the title by 


|| adding ‘and the widow of J. C. Batchelder.” 
has been no vote upon any other amendment than 


The amendment was agreed to, and the title, as 
amended, agreed to. 


FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 

Mr. SUMNER. In pursuance of notice, | ask 
leave to introduce a bil], which I now send to the 
table. 

Mr. STUART. [s that in order? 

Mr.SUMNER. Why not? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Thereis a pending motion 
of the Senator from Michigan to take up the river 
and harbor bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion 
was not entertained, because the Senator from 
Massachusetts had and has the floor. 

Mr. STUART. I make the motion now 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
chinks it is in order to give the notice. 

Mr. SUMNER. Notice has been given, and |! 
now, in pursuance of notice, introduce the bill, 
The question is on its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The firstread 
ing of a bill. 

Mr. NORRIS. 

Mr. SUMNER. 


I rise to a question of order 
I believe | have the floor. 
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Mr. NORRIS. But I rise toa question of order. 
J submit that that is not the question, The Sen- 


| 
| 


| 


| leaveasked for. Hehasa right to show that there 
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would be propriety on the part of the Senate in 
granting the leave. I think, therefore, as this 


| may become a precedent in future in regard to | 
y g 


| other matters, that it should be settled with some 


| degre 


| 


| tion. 


ator from Massachusetts has given notice that he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill, He now asks 
that leave. If there be objection, the question 
must be decided by the Senate whether he shall 
have leave or not, Objection is made, and the bill || 
cunnot be read, 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; the first question, || 
then, is on granting leave, and the title of the bill 


will be read, 


of deliberation. 
Mr.GWIN. Let the Chair decide the ques- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChairhas 


| decided that debate was not in order, in his opin- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (to the Secre- || 


tary.) Read the ttle. 

Ihe Secretary read it as follows: * A bill to re- 
peal the eet of Congress approved September 18, 
]=50, for the surrender of fugitives from service or 
le or,” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on granting leave to introduce the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. And I have the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


froin Massachusetts is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SUMNER. I shall not occupy much time; 
nor shall | debate the bill. Some tme ago, Mr. 
President, after the presentation of the memorial 
from Boston, signed by twenty-nine hundred citi- | 
zens without distinction of party, I gave notice 
that | should, at some day thereafter, ask leave to | 
introduce a bill for the repeal of the fugitive slave || 
act, Desirous, however, not to proceed in that | 
matter prematurely, | awaited the action of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to which the memo- 
rial, and -others of a similar character, were re- | 


ferred. 


At length an adverse report was made, | 


and aceepted by the Senate. From the time of | 
that report down tothis moment, I have sought an 
opportunity to introduce this bill. Now, at last, 
have it, Ata former session, sir, in introducing | 


a similar proposition, I considered it at length, in 
an argument which I fearlessly assert 

Mr. GWIN. [I rise to a point of order. 
the Senator a right to debate the question, or say 
anything on it until leave be granted ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, My impres- 
sion is that the question is not debatable. 

Mr. SUMNER. I propose simply to explain 
my bill; to make a statement, notan argument. 

Mr. GWIN. 1 make the point of order. 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. I am not aware | 
precisely of what the rule of order on the subject | 


is; but | have the impression that the Senate can- | 


not debate—— 
Mr. SUMNER. The distinction is this 
Mr.GWIN. I insist upon the application of 
the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, there is one rule 





of order that is undoubted: that when the Chair | 


is stating a question of order, he must not be in- 
terrupted by a Senator. 


aboutthat rule of order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
did not interrupt the Chair. 


Mr. SUMNER. 
res;onse to the injustice of the Senator from Vir- 
Ginta. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Order, order! 

Mr. MASON. The Senator is doing that very 
thing at this moment. I am endeavoring to sus- 


There is no question | 


| 


| 
| 


The Chair does me justice in | 


| 


tain the authority of the Chair, which certainly | 


has been violated. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ion of the Chair that the debate is out of order. I 


such is my clear impression. 
Mr. WALKER. If the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts will allow me, I will say a word here. 
Mr.SUMNER. Certainly. 
Mr. WALKER. Itis usual, upon notice being 


It is the opin- | 


\| in order. 


|| order now. The question must be taken without 





| ator from Massachusetts. 








given of intention, to ask leave to introduce a bil. | 


‘The bill is sent to the Chair, and it is taken asa 
matter of course that the Senator asking it has 
leave. But in this instance, differing from the 


usual practice, qo ee has been made to leave | 


being granted. The necessity is imposed, then, 
of taking the sense of the Senate on granting leave 
to the Senator to introduce his bill. That, then, 
becomes the question, The question for the Chair 
to put is, Shall the Senator have leave? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was the 
question proposed. 

Mr. WALKER. Now, sir, it does seem tome 
that itis proper, and thatit is in order, for the 
Senator to address himself to the Senate, with the 
view of showing the propriety of granting the 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ion. 


Mr. SUMNER. From that decision of the 


|| Chair I most respectfully take an appeal. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. From that || 
ruling of the Chair an appeal is taken by the Sen- 
The question is on the 
appeal. }| 

Mr. BENJAMIN. In order to put a stop to 
the whole debate, | move to lay the appeal’on the |! 
table. That is a motion which is not Jibatahde. 

Mr. SUMNER. Is that motion in order? | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly it is || 


I desire to make one remark 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. WELLER. 
in regard to the rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
debate. 

Mr.SUMNER. Allow me to state the case | 


as it seems to me. I wason the floor, and yielded 


| it to the Senator from Wisconsin strictly for the 


purpose of an explanation. When he finished I | 
was in possession of the floor; and then it was 
that the Senator from Louisiana, on my right 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts give leave to the Chair 
to explain? 
Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. A point of | 





the question of granting leave; and the Chair so 
decided. The Senator from Massachusetts then 
lost the floor, as I apprehend, and he certainly 
did by following it up by an appeal. After that | 
he could go no further. He lost the floor then 
again for a second time, and then it was that the 
Senator from Louisiana intervened with another 
motion, which is certainly in order, to lay the ap- 
peal on the table. That is not debatable. This, 
it seems to me, is the state of the case. 

Mr. CHASE. Will the Chair allow me to | 
make a single statement? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 

Mr. CHASE. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts rose and held the floor during the suggestion 
made to the Chair by the Senator from Wiscon- 


sin. The Chair then, after the Senator from Wis- || 


consin had finished his suggestion, declared his 
opinion to be, notwithstanding the suggestion, 
that debate was not in order. 
Massachusetts then took an appeal, and retained | 
the floor for the purpose of addressing the Senate 
on that appeal. 
Senator t 
the appeal upon the table. 
out by the gentlemen present. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is so; | 
but the Chair dees not understand that debate was 
in order on the appeal. The appeal was to be | 


While he occupied the floor, the | 


decided without debate, and therefore the Senator || 


| from Massachusetts necessarily lost the floor after 
am not precisely informed of what the ruleis; but | 


he took the appeal. 

Mr. BELL. I would inquire whether there is | 
nota bill already pending for the repeal of the 
fugitive slave law? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I have not in- 
quired of the Secretary; but it is my belief there 
is a similar bill pending; but it was not on that 
ground the Chair made this ruling. 

Mr. BELL. 


not such a bill pending? Did not the honorable 


Senator from Ohio some time ago bring in such a | 


bill ? 
Mr. WELLER. I think he did. 
Mr. CHASE. No, sir. 
Mr. BELL. Then I am mistaken. 


is on the motion of the Senator from Louisiana, 


to lay on the table the appeal taken by the Senator | 


acted under an erroneous impression in su 


| For one, I desire to give a decisive vote now, de- 


|| order was made by the Senator from California, || 


Has | [Mr. Gwin,] that debate was not in order upon || chusetts, or.any Senator, in 


\| 
1] 
| 


| the Senator from New Hampshire 





| the Chair to state wherein I am out of order? 


he Senator from || 


rom Louisiana rose ard moved to lay | 
That will be borne | 


I would inquire whether there is | 
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ne 


ator from Louisiana is in order when the Senator 
from Massachusetts retained the floor for the pur. 
pose of debating the appeal ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator is not in ordey 
in renewing that question, which has already been 
decided by the Chair. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Chai; 


) Pposin 
that debate on the appeal was not in order whet 


it actually is, it was the fault of the Chair, and it 


| would not have been in order for the Senator from 


Louisiana to make the motion which he did make 
while the Senator from Massachusetts was on the 
floor. But the Chair recognized the Senator from 
Louisiana, supposing that the Senator from Mas. 
sachusetts had yielded the floor, The Senator 
had taken an appeal; he followed it up by no ad- 
dress to the Chair, indicating an intention that he 
intended to debate the appeal, or the Chair cer- 
tainly should so far have recognized him. But 


| the Chair would reconsider his ruling in that re- 


spect, with the consent of the Senator from Lov- 


|| isiana. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The Chair will permit me to 


| suggest that I think the motion proper to be enter- 
| tained now is the one proposed by the Senator 
|| from New Hampshire, [Mr. Norris.] The Sen- 
|| ator from Massachusetts presented his bill; the 


Senator from New Hampshire raised the question 


| as to whether the Senate would grant leave to in- 


troduce it; and I think the proper question to be 
put now is, will the Senate grant jeave to intro- 
duce a bill repealing the fugitive slave law? The 
effect of the motion of the Senator from Louisiana 
would be to lay the subject on the table, from 
which it might be taken at any time for action. 


claring that | am unwilling to legislate upon the 
subject, that I am satisfied with the law as it reads, 
and that I will not aid the Senator from Massa- 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Indiana is certainly not in order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I certainly am in order in 
calling the attention of the Chair to the fact that 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Indiana is not in order. 
Mr. BRIGHT. Then I will sit down and ask 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. In discussing 
a question which is not before the Senate. 

r. BRIGHT. I claim that the motion is be- 
fore the Senate. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire raised the question immediately that—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
decides otherwise. 

Mr.BRIGHT. Then I appeal from the decision 
_ of the Chair, and I state this as my point of order: 
| that before the bill was presented in legal parlance, 
the Senator from New Hampshire raised the ques- 
tion as to whether the Senate would grant leave, 


| and that is the point now before the Senate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state the question which he supposes to be pend- 
ing. The Senator from California made a point 


| of order that debate on the bill proposed to be in- 


| troduced by the Senator from Massachusetts, was 
_notin order. The Chair so ruled. From that 
| ruling the Senator from Massachusetts took an 
appeal. The Chair supposed that the Senator 
| from Massachusetts had yielded the floor, and he 

gave the floor to the Senator from Louisiana, who 

moved to lay that appeal on the table. That is 
| the question which is now pending. The Chair 
| before suggested that if the Senator from Massa- 
| chusetts had not yielded the floor, he had made a 
| mistake in giving the floor to the Senator from 


| Louisiana, but he did not suppose that the Sena- 
| tor from Massachusetts, after taking the appeal, 
without some indication of hisintention to debate 
| it, could continue to hold the floor, and he there- 
| fore recognized the Senator from Louisiana. The 


| Chair is sorry if he did the Senator from Massa- 
| chusetts injustice in that respect, but he did not 
| hear him, and recognized the Senator from Louisi- 
|, ana. 

Mr. CHASE. My bill is not on that subject. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


Mr. BRIGHT. I would respectfully ask the 
| Chair what has become of the motion submitted 
| by the Senator from New Hampshire? ae 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair did 





from Massachusetts from the decision of the 
Chair. 


Mr. CHASE. I ask if the motion of the Sen- 


| not understand him t> submit a motion, but the 
| Senator from California took his point of order. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to inquire of the Sen- 


to say 
introdt 
Mr. 
getts, | 
ably t 
Mr. 
Mr. 
wheth 
The | 
grante 
troduc 
Mr. 
Mr 
gelts, 
took | 
to ort 
cuss! 
objec 
the d 
gach 
ques! 
Lou! 
he di 









1854. aiilinctatinnail 


- from New Hampshire whether he has with- 
jawn his mouon: bs 

whe PRESIDING OFFICER. It was not 

rtained. itis notin his power to say whether 
ce withdrawn or not, for it was not entertained. 
oa NORRIS. I think I can inform my friend 

in Indiana how the matter stands. The Sen- 

from Massachusetts proposed to introduce a 

ey on notice given. I raised the question that it 

-,oid not be introduced without leave of the Sen- 
ae if there was objection. 

“Mr. SUMNER. Dol understand the Senator 
» say without notice given? I asked leave to 
-eoduce the bill in pursuance of notice. 

“Mr. NORRIS. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts, | have already stated, offered his bill agree- 
a ly to previous notice. ‘ 

Mr. SUMNER. Precisely. 

Mr. NORRIS. The question was then raised, 
whether it could be received if there was objection. 
The question arose whether leave should be 
granted to the Senator from Massachusetts to in- 
troduce the bill? 

“Mr. SUMNER. That is the first question. 

Mr. NORRIS. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts, upon the question of granting leave, under- 
took to address the Senate. He was then called 
wo order by my friend from California, for dis- 
cussing that question. The Chair sustained the 
gviection of the Senator from California. From 
the decision of the Chair the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts took an appeal, and that is where the 
question now stands, unless the Senator from 
Louisiana had a right to make the motion which 
he did make, which was to lay the appeal on the 
table. 


“The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is, unless the Senator from Louisiana will disem- | 


barrass the Chairjby withdrawing it, on the motion 
of the Senator from Louisiana, to lay the appeal 
on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. On that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

' The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FOOT. 
and nays been ordered ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On the motion 
of the Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to know, before 
voting, what will be the effect of a vote given in 
the affirmative on this motion? Will it carry the 
bill and the whole subject on the table? 

Mr. FOOT. An affirmative vote carries the 
whole measure on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir; if 
the motion to lay on the table be agreed to, it 
carries the bill with it. 

Several Senators. No, no. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The question is whether, 
on the motion for leave to introduce the bill, there 
shall be debate? The Chair has decided that there 
shall be no debate. Those who vote ‘* yea”’ on 


my motion to lay the appeal of the Senator from | 


Massachusetts on the table, will vote that there is 


to be no debate upon the permission to offer the | 
bill, and then the question will be taken upon | 


granting leave. 


Mr. WALKER. The Chair decides differently. 


The Chair decides, if I understand, that it will | 
Then, how can we || 


carry the bill on the table. 


ever reach the question of leave when objection is 
made? 


Mr. WELLER. I object to this discussion. 
The Chair will decide that question when itarises. 
It does not arise now. I insist that the Secretary 
shall go on and call the roll. 


to it? 


Mr. WELLER. Then I object to your dis- 


cussing it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair, on | 


reflection, thinks that the motion, if agreed to, 
would not have a further effect than to bring up 
the question of granting leave. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I desire to understand the 
Chair, _I do not wish to insist on anything that 
Is not right, or that is not within the rules. That, 

insist upon having. The honorable Senator from 
-ouisiana is right in his conclusions as to his mo- 
tion, provided he had a right to make the motion; 
but { doubt whether he had a right to make that 
motion while the motion of the honorable Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire was pending. I do not 


wish, however, to consume the time of the Senate. | 


On what motion have the yeas | 


Mr. WALKER. Suppose some of us object || 
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us back to the question as to whether we shall 
receive the bill or not, I will yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is it. 
Mr. BRIGHT. Very well. 
| Mr. SUMNER. Before the vote is taken, 
| allow me to read a few words from the rules and 
| orders, and from Jefferson’s Manual. 

** One day’s notice, at least, shall be given of an intended 
motion for leave to bring in a bill.”’ 

That is the 25th rule of the Senate, and then to 
| that rule, in the publication which | now hold in 
| my hand, is appended from Jefferson’s Manual, 
the following decisive language: 

‘* When a member desires to bring in a bill on any sub- 
ject, he states to the House, in general terms, the causes 
for doing it, and concludes for leave to bring in a bill en- 
titted, &c. Leave being given, on the question, a com- 
| mittee is appointed to prepare and bring in the bill.”’ 

Now, I! would simply observe, that my purpose 
| was merely to make a statement 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I call to order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
had presented his bill, and was debating it after- 
wards. Ihe question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Louisiana, to lay the appeal on the 
table; and on that the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 35, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, 
Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, 
Dodge of lowa, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Jotinson, 
Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Mor 
ton, Norris, Pe ree, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, ‘Thomson of New Jersey, 
| Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—35. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Chase, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, 

Rock well, Seward, Sumner, Wade, and Walker—10. 

So the appeal was ordered to lie on the table. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
| now is on granting leave to introduce the bill. 

Mr.SUMNER. On that question I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. STUART. [I rise to a question of order; 
| and I think if the Chair will consider it for the 
| moment, he will, or, at least, | hope he will, agree 
| withme. The parliamentary law is the law under 
which the Senate act. Whenever there is a mo- 
tion made to lay on the table a subject connected 
| with the main subject, and it prevails, it carries 
| the whole question with it, 1tis different entirely 
| from the rules in the House of Representatives. 
| The rules in the House vary the parliamentary 
law, and you may there move to lay a matter on 
the table, because that is the final vote, and is 
| equivalent to rejecting it, and a motion to take it 
| up from the table is not in order. But now the 
| Presiding Officer will see that if this course be 
| pursued, the Senate may grant leave to introduce 
| this bill, they may go on and pass it, and yet next 








| week it will be in order for the Senator from || 


Massachusetts to move to take up the appeal which 
the Senate has just laid on the table; whereas the 
whole subject on which his appeal rested might 
have been passed and sent to the other House. 
| That surely cannotbeso. The ruling of the Chair 
in this respect, therefore, I suggest is wrong, and 
|| the motion to lay on the table carries the whole 
| subject with it. It is important to have the mat- 
ter settled for the future practice of the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. At the first 
|| mooting of the proposition, the Chair was of that 
|| opinion; but he is perfectly satisfied now that it 
| did not carry the whole question with it. The 
question was on the motion to lay the appeal on 
| the table, and that motion was exhausted when 
'| it did lay the appeal on the table. It did not reach 
back to affect the question of granting leave. 
| That is now the question before the Senate. On 
|| that the yeas and nays have been asked for by the 
|| Senator from Massachusetts. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
‘| Mr.STUART. I will not take an appeal from 
] the decision of the Chair; but I only wish to sa 
| that as I am satisfied I am right, I do not wish, 
by acquiescing in the decision of the Chair, to em- 
|| barrass us when such occasions may arise again. 
|| The question being taken by yeas and nays 
| upon granting leave to introduce the bill, resulted 
—yeas 10, nays 35; as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Fessen- 
| den, Foot, Gillette, Rockwell, Seward, Sumner, Wade, 
|| and Walker—10. 

|  NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, 
Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Cooper, 
Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Jobneon, 





The Senator | 


| the bill, b 
}at New 
| with the clerks in the Mint at Philadelphia. The 


2023 


: a Oy ; 
| If the effect of the decision of the Chair isto bring | Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Mor- 
| ton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, 


Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, 


Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—35. 


So the Senate refused to grant leave to introduce 


the bill. 


Mr. DOUGLAS subsequently said: I was 
called out of the Senate Chamber to one of the 
Departments on some business, for a short time, 
to-day. If I had been here when the vote was 
taken on the Batchelder case, I should have voted 
for it. I desire, also, to state that I should have 
voted against any permission to allow the intro- 
duction of a bill to repeal the fugitive slave law, 
believing that the Constitution must be enforced 
under all circumstances. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. In engrossing the amend- 
ments which we made to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill an error was committed by the 
clerks. A portion of the bill, as it came from us 
to the House, relating to the management of the 
public buildings and the powers of the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings, was stricken out; but 
in engrossing the amendments that one was acci- 


| dentally omitted. Ouramendments, I understand, 


are now under consideration @ the House, and I 
wish to send a message to them on the subject. | 
therefore offer the following resolution which has 
been prepared according to the usual form: 


Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Rep 
resentatives that the following amendment, made by the 
Senate to the bill entitled “ An act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855,’’ were accidentally 
omi:ted in engrossing the amendments made by the Senate 
to the said bill ; and that the House be requested to receive 
the said amendment as a portion of those made by the 
Senate, viz: 

Amend the second section by striking out after the words 
*““two Houses of Congreas,’’ the following words: ‘* and 
further that all appropriations which are herein made, or 
may be hereafter made, for repairs or improvements of the 


| publie buildings, grounds, and streets, within the District of 
| Columbia, and now under the charge of the Commissioner 
| of Public Buildings and Grounds, shall be expended under 
| the direction of the Sccretary of the Interior; and that all 


laws or parts of laws inconsistent with this section, shall 


be, and the same are hereby, repealed.’’ 


Mr. SLIDELL. A similar error was made in 


| omitting a portion of the amendment which was 


adopted by the Senate as the thirty-first section of 
which the clerks of the branch Mint 
rleans were put on the same footing 


Secretary has in hia possession a letter which I 
addressed to the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance on the subject, which will confirm the 
statement | am about to make. When that sec- 


| tion was offered as an amendment by the Senator 


from California, | suggested an amendment which 
was accepted by him, to place the clerks in the 
branch Mint at New Orleans on the same footing 
as to salary with those in the Mint at Philadelphia. 
The chairman of the Committee on Finance as- 
sented to it, and I took it forgranted that ithad been 


| incorporated in the amendment; but this morning, 


on reading the bill, as printed with our amend- 
ments, to my great surprise I discovered that it 
was not there; and inasmuch as another error is 
to be corrected, | move to amend the resolution 
by adding to it that the Secretary inform the 
House that we amended our one hundred and 


_eighty-third amendment by inserting after the 


words ** United States,’”’ the words “‘ and branch 
Mint at New Orleans.’’ The connection is this: 
It is the provision allowing $1,800 as the annual 


| salary of clerks in the Mint of the United States 


and branch Mint at New Orleans. 
Mr. STUART. Dol understand the Senator 


| to say that the amendment which he now suggests 


was actually made by the Senate when the bill 
was pending? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I suggested the amendment, 
and it was immediately accepted by the Senator 
from California as part of his amendment, which 
was adopted. There isa letter in the possession 
of the Secretary which | have written to the chair- 


| man of the Committee on Finance on the subject, 


which can be read if desired. 

Mr. STUART. I only wished to ascertain 
whether that fact existed; because, if so, it is just 
such a condition of things as that where the rule 
authorizes a correction. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 


| tion, as amended, was adopted. 
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OCEAN STEAMER BILL. 


A message was received from the House of | 
; 
nouncing that they had passed a bill making ap- | 


Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 


propriations for the transportation of the United 
States mails by ocean steamers and otherwise, 
luring the year ending June 30, 1855, in which 
they asked the concurrence of the Senate. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole 
resumed the consideration of the House bill, 
‘‘ making appropriations for the repair, preserva- 
tion, and completion of certain public works here- 
iofore commenced under the authority of law.’’ 

Various amendments were offered and debated 
it length. The discussion was continued until 
eleven o’clock, p. m., when, without disposing of 
the subject, 

The Benate adjourned 

[See Appendix for the proce edings on the River 
and Harbor bill.} 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monpay, July 31, 1854. 


The House met ajgeleven o'clock, a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Siicer. 
lhe Journal of Saturday was read and approved 


THE TEXAS DEBT. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
i the motion made on Saturday last by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of taking up the following 
Senate bill: 

An act to provide for the payment of such cred- 
tors of the late Republic of Texas as are com- 
prehended in the act of Congress of September 9, 
1850. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman from South 
Carolina, who moved to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of taking up that bill, will allow me to 
do so, I should Iike to take up the civil and dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill, and to pass on the 
Senate’s Scaiadeie [Criesof ‘‘Ayreed!’’] It 
is important that this should be done early, as, 
unless it is done early, the bill will inevitably be 
lost. T appeal to the gentleman from South Car- 
vlina to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. ORR declined to withdraw his motion. 

PheSPEAKER. The question is on suspend- 
ing the rules for the purpose of taking up the 
‘Texas.creditors’ bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. On that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from South Carolina whether, if the 
rules be suspended, it is his intention to move the 
previous question ? 

Mr. ORR. It is not, as far as [am concerned. 


I desire that an amendment may be submitted | 


co the bill in question, reducing the amount to 
$6,500,000, so that both sides of the House may 
have an opportunity of voting on it as they desire. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will inguire, also, whether 
the gentleman will allow the introduction of an 
amendment providing that the act shall not take 
effect until the State of Texas shall, by an act, re- 
lease the United States Government from all 
claims she may have. 

Mr. ORR. I suppose that provision is now 
in the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe House will allow me, 
| ask permission to report back the civil and dip- 
lomatic bill, and have it referred to the Committee 
of the W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 


The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 71, nays 67; as follows; 

YEAS— Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Bell, Bevton, 
Royce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Bugg, Carnti o 
Chrisman, Charchwell, Clark, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, John 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dick, Disney, Dunbar, Edmundson, 


tohn M. Elliott, English, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Andrew | 


'. Harlan, Harrison, Hendricks, Hill, Hunt, George W. 
jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kurtz, Lindstey, McDougall, McNair, 
Maxwell, Mayall, John G. Miller, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Peckham, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Puryear, Ready, 
Reese, Riddle, Robbins, Seward, Shannon, Gerrit Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ion, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, 
John L. Taylor, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer—71. 
NAYS—Mesers. James C. Allen, Barksdale, Barry, Bel- 
cher, Bennett, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Chastain, 


1ers, Chandler, | 


| 


gerton, Ellison, Fariey, Flagler, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, 
Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Henn, louston, Howe, 
Hughes, Daniel T. Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Knox, 
Lamb, Lane, McCulloch, Macdonald, MeQueen, Macy, 
Matieson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 


| Andrew Oliver, Parker, Johu Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Da 


| vid Ritchie, Ruffin, Russeil, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, 


Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, Nathaniel G. Tayler, Trout, 
Vail, Vansant, Wade, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Tappan Wentworth, and Daniel B. Wright—67. 

So the rules were not suspended, two thirds not 
voting in favor thereof. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON, by unanimous consent, then 
reported back from the Committee of Ways aud 
Means, the bill of the House (No. 48) ‘* making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1855.”’ 

Mr.H. I now move that the rules be suspended, 


| and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a priv- 
ileged question. | move to reconsider the vote by 
which the civil and diplomatic bill was referred to 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, and also to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to 


| TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 


PERU. 

Mr. RIDDLE. I ask the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to withdraw his motion for a moment, to 
allow me to presenta billand report from a special 
committee, in order that they may be referred and 
printed, 

Mr. HOUSTON, | have no objection to yield- 


| ing a moment for that purpose. 


Mr. RIDDLE accordingly reported the follow- 


ing bill; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, and the bill and report referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill regulating in part the trade between the 
United States and the Renublic of Peru. 


PROPERTY DESTROYED AT GREYTOWN. 
Mr. WHEELER. I ask the gentleman from 


| Alabama to allow me to present to the House the 


memorial of several merchants of the city of 
New York, asking for redress for the destruction 


| of their property at Greytown by the United 


States ship-of-war Cyane. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. [ object to it. 

Mr. ORR. Let it be presented and referred 
under the rule. 

The memorial was so disposed of. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. DISNEY. I ask the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to suspend his motion until | can have an 
opportunity to move to take up the amendments of 
the Senate to the homestead bill. 

[Cries of ‘‘ Agreed!’’ and ‘‘ No!”’ ** No!’’| 

Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot do it. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Post 
Office Department, transmitting, in compliance 
with an act of July 2, 1836: 

1. A copy of the abstract of the offers for car- 


| rying the mails made within the year preceding 
| the Ist of July, 1853. 


2. A report of all contracts made for the trans- 
portation of the mail within the year aforesaid. 

3. A statementof all such land and water mails 
as have been established or ordered within said 
year. 

4. A report of additional allowances made to 
mail contractors within said year. 

5. A report of curtailments of mail service and 
pay. ordered within said year. 

he communication was laid upon the table, 

and ordered to be printed. 


CORRECTION OF THE RECORDS. 


Mr. STRAUB. I rise to what I suppose to be 
a question of privilege. 
of Mr. Muhlenberg, one of my colleagues from 


| Pennsylvania, was announced in this House, 
_ there were several historical mistakes made. I 
_ ask the consent of the House that they may be 


corrected upon the public records. 
The proposition was assented to. 


At the time the death | 
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Corwin, Craige, Thomas Davis, Dickinson, Eastman, Ed- 





July 31, 


THE ARMORY QUESTION. 


Mr. DICKINSON. During the discussion 
reference to the superintendence of the armor . 
some facts came to my knowledge which | feel i 
my duty to bring to the notice of the House t 
ask the consent of the House to offer the follow 
ing resolution, asking information from the De. 
partment: 7 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is 
requested to communicate any information he may 
relation to the application by either of the eo i 
who visited the Springfield armory under moan 
March, 1853, for the office of superintendent of tithe: a 
the national armories, or any recommendation by either a 
said commissioners for the appointment of any other - 
son to that office; and in relation to any application b Pe 
in behalf of, any of the commissioners from Harper’s da 
or Springfield, who testified before the select commities 7 
the House, to which was referred the question of the ex . 
diency of employing military officers in the supervision 
civil works, for any office in either of said arm . 
recommendation of either of said witnesses 
sons for any such office; and in relation to any applicatio 
by either of the members of said select committee in their 
own behalf, or in behalf of any other person or persons for 
appointment to any office connected with the Prosecution 
of any of the various public works which are the subject of 
inquiry by such committee. 3 


Mr. CHURCHWELL. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It is simply a resolution 
calling for information. I hope the gentleman 
from Tennessee will withdraw his objection. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Fautxner] also to 
object. 

Mr. FAULKNER. No, sir; I said | hoped 
the objection would be withdrawn. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I will withdraw my 


hereb 
may have jy, 


Ores, Or any 
of other per- 


I object. 


| objection. 


The resolution was then considered and adopted 


TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. FARLEY. I ask the gentleman from 


Alabama to withdraw his motion for a moment, to 
allow me to request the House to take up a bill 


| from the Speaker’s table, (Senate bill No. 60,) 


| on Territories. 


** authorizing the construction of a subterranean 
line of telegraph from the Mississippi or Mis. 
souri river to the Pacific ocean.’’ | ask that it 
may be taken up and referred to the Committee 
It will give rise to no discussion. 
I do not propose to putit upon its passage. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
up, read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. DAWSON obtained the floor. 


Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order 
Is not the motion of the gentleman from Alabama 
still before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then I call for the regular or 
der of business. 


The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman 
from Alabama is before the House, and isthe only 
motion now in. order; but the House have, by 
unanimous consent, indulged several gentlemen 
in several motions. Gentlemen have risen to ask 
unanimous consent, and the Chair has indulged 
them; and,in his opinion, properly indulged them. 


THE HOMESTEAD BILL—AGAIN. 


Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make 
a request of the gentleman from Alabama. | de- 
sire that he will withdraw his motion that the rules 
be suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, so 
that I may be afforded an opportunity to ask the 
unanimous consent of the House, and, in the event 
of an objection, that 1 may ask a suspension of 
rules, to take up the homestead bill as amended by 
the Senate, as Lam anxious to offer further amend- 
ments, so as to secure more fully the rights of 
actual settlers, in which J have full confidence the 
House will sustain me, and then to press the bill 
to final action. 

Mr. SOLLERS. [I object to granting the gen- 
tleman unanimous consent. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hovs- 


| Ton’s motion; and it was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


' Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Orr in the chair.) 
' CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the committee take up for consideration the amend- 
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» Senate to the civil and diplomatic ap- 


j 
ht 


the motion was agreed to. 
, aie HOUSTON. I hope that the committee 
oe wpanimous consent, agree to close debate 
‘h os Senate amendments. If there be objection, 
P si] move to go into the House for the purpose 
x vein debate. 
yr, TAYLOR, of Ohio. We had better go 
? ‘the House to secure the purpose indicated. 


od \r. Hi JUSTON. Well, | move that the com- 
id site do now rise. 

ot "The motion was agreed to. ; 

; a» the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
nt med the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
’, mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
vf +) had the state of the Union generally under 


-eideration, and particularly the amendments 
be Senate to the civil and diplomatic appro- 


’ the : 
on bill, and had come to no resolution 
: ti 

> hereor i : : 

; vr. HOUSTON. I submit the usual resolu- 


n ising debate on the amendments of the Sen- 
P » to the civil and diplomatic bill in five minutes 
for the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
» Union shall resume the consideration of the 


ame 
The resolution was adopted. 


Vir. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
»which the resolution was adopted, and also 
ved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
ble: which latter motion was agreed to. 
“Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the House 
solve itself into. the Committee of the Whole 
othe state of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
nmittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Vr. Orr in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the amendments of the Senate to the 
and diplomatic bill: 
Second amendment: 


Syike out the words ‘* for compensation of the officers 
erks of both Houses of Congress, $56,730,’ and 

sert in lieu thereof the following : 

For compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, and 

ihers receiving an annual salary, in the service of the 


$57,010. 
; 


88 


For ‘ompensation of the officers and clerks of the House 

Representatives, $34,460. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
und Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 

iendment. 

rhe amendment was non-concurred in. 


Third amendment: 


Stike the word *‘ two ”? out of the clause “for books, 
2,000," and insert in heu thereof the word “ten,” so as 
make it read, ** for books, #10,000.”? 


Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
ncurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 


Strike out the word “ eight’? in the clause ‘ for sta- 
onery, 38,000,?? and insert in lieu thereof the word “ fif- 
een,’ soas to make it read, *‘ for stationery, $15,000.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. ‘The committee recommend 
aconcurrence in that amendment, 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 


Add the words ‘ six hundred dollars” at the end of the 
ause, “ for newspapers, $2,000," so as to make it read, 
‘or newspapers, 22,600.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. ‘The committee recommend 
oncurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 











Strike the word “three”? out of the clause “for Con- | 


dressional Globe and binding the same, $3,000,’ and insert 


iiteu thereof the words ‘sixty-five,’ so as to make it 
read : 


$65,000 

Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment is ren- 
dered necessary by the fact that the Senate have 
passed a resolution taking a large additional num- 


er of copies of the Congressional Globe, as they 
iad aright to do. 


lhe amendment was concurred in. 
Seventh amendment: 


Suike out the words “‘ twenty-five’’ in the clause “for | 


“porting proceedings, $25,000,’? and insert in lieu thereof 
* word “ thirteen,” so as to make it read: 
Por reporting proceedings, $13,000. 


Mr.HOUSTON. Thecommittee recommend | 


* concurrence, 
he amendment was concurred in 





For Congressional Globe and binding the same, | 
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Eighth amendment: 

Surike out the clause: “‘ For clerks to committees and 
President pro tempore, draughtsman, messengers, pages, 
laborers, police, horses and carry-alis, $43,000,’’ and insert 
in lieu thereof the following : 

For clerks to committees, pages, police, horses and 
carry-alls, $30,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Meansrecommend a non-concurrence. That 
amendment is intimately connected with amend- 
ment No. 2; and if we non-concur in the second 
amendment, that action makes it necessary we 
should non-concur in the eighth. A good many 
of the officers provided for in the clause stricken 
out in No. 8 are transferred to the clause No. 2; 
and if we concur in this, we thereby deprive the 
Senate of the appropriation necessary to carry on 
their business. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: 

Page three, after the word “ dollars,’’ Insert as follows : 

Provided, That whenever, in the opinion of the Joint 
Committee on Printing, the character of any document or- 
dered to be printed may render such change necessary and 
proper, the size of the page may be changed from octavo 
to quarto form ; but in no cases shail the prices to be paid 
for composition and press-work exceed, pro rata, those 
established by the printing act of August the 26th, 1852, 
for the printing of congressional documents; 

The clause, as amended, will read: 

For paper and printing of the Senate, $85,000, provided, 
&e. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amenment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 


Page three, after the word ‘‘ thousand,” strike out the 
words ‘‘ seven hundred and forty-five,’’ and insert in lieu 
thereof the words “ and fifleen.”’ 


The clause, as amended, reads: 
For horses and carriages, $4,015. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


Page four, line sixty-five, after the word “ iundred,’’ 
add the words “ and sixty.’’ 


The clause, as amended, reads: 

For Capitol police, $3,560. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Twelfth amendment: 


Strike out the words, ‘“‘ For compensation of librarian, 
two assistant librarians, and messenger, 34,500,” and in 
ster in lieu thereof as foliows: 

For compensation of librarian, three assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $8,000. 

For compensation of librarian, assistant librarians, and 
messenger, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, 
$2,700. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

To the clause “ for purchase of law books for said library, 
$2,000,” add the following words : 

For the completion and the publication of the works of 
Thomas Jefferson, and pay of the editor of said work, 
$7,200. 

To enable the Joint Committee on the Library of Con- 
gress to replace the seven volumes and atlas of the Explo- 
ring Expedition, destroyed by the burning of the library, and 
the plates and other property destroyed by the fire in Phil- 
adelphia, including binding, $9,070 75. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- 
ment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourteenth amendment: 


To the clause ‘‘ for the compensation of the Secretary of 
State and Assistant Secretary of State,’? add the follow- 
ing words: 

Chiefs of foreign desks, examiner.’’ 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 


amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 


In the same clause strike out the words “ thirty-eight 
thousand seven hundred’’ and insert in lieu thereof the 
words “ forty-eight thousand two hundred and fifty .”’ 
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The clause, as amended, reads: 

For compensation of the Secretary of State and Assistant 
Secretary of State, chiefs of foreign desks, examiner, clerks, 
messenger, and assistant messenger, in his office, $48,250. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment, 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. |! would like 
to ask the gentlemen of the Committee of Ways 
and Means for an explanation in regard to this 
amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON, The explanation is this 
These amendments are made to defend a section 
of the bill which the committee will reach after a 
while, and which proposes to change the names of 
some of the clerks in the State Department, and 
increases their compensation, and also gives an 
additional number of clerks to that Department 
The Committee of Ways and Means non-concur 
both in this amendment and the one which we 
shall after a while reach. It falls back, therefore, 
upon the existing law in relation to the compensa- 
tion and the number of clerks in that Department 

Mr. PERKINS. I would ask the gentleman 
from Alabama if the effect of non-concurring will 
be to reduce the salaries of the head of the con 
sular bureau ? ° 

Mr. HOUSTON. [It will not reduce any sala 
ries at all. 

The amendment was then non-concurred in 


Sixteenth amendment: 


Insert among the items “ for the incidental and contin 
gent expenses of the Department of State,’’ the following 

For additional compensation for disbursing clerk and 
superintendent of the northeast Executive Building, $200 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 

Waysand Means recommend a non-concurrence 
The amendment was non-concurred in 
Seventeenth amendment: 


Add, after the appropriation ‘ for publishing the laws in 
pamphlet form, and in the newspapers of the States and 
Territories, and in the city of Washington, $18,525,’’ the 
words 

And such sum shall be paid for publishing the laws i: 
California, Oregon, and Washington, as the Secretary ot 
State may deem reasonable. 

Mr. HAVEN The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend an agreement. 

The amendment was concurred in 

Eighteenth amendment: 

Strike out, under the head of * incidental and contingent 
expenses of the State Department,’ after the words “ for 
extra clerk hire and copying, $2,000,’’ the following: 

** Said clerks to be employed only during the session ot 
Congress, or when indispensably necessary to enable the 
Department to answer some cali made by either House ot 
Congress at one session to be answered at another.’’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 


Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Nineteenth amendment: 

Page six, after line one hundred and thirty-seven, insert 
the following : 

For services of William Hunter, commissioned as act 
ing Secretary of State during the absence of Secretary 
Webster, for services as such acting Secretary in 185) 

852, and 1853, $1,500. 

For paying to Asbury Dickins the difference between the 
compensation of head of a Department and chief clerk of 
a Department, for the time he acted as Secretary of State 
or Secretary of the Treasury, by an appointment of General 
Jackson, to be ascertained by the proper accounting offi 
cers, 4 sum not exceeding $2,500. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in 


Twentieth amendment: 

Page seven, line one hundred and forty-nine, strike out 
the following: 

For printing and paper for the Departiwnent of State, 
$200. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committes 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-first amendment: 

Insert at the end of the appropriations for the State De 
partment: 

For the purchase of fifty setsof Howard’s Reports of the 
Decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
$3,500. 

For the purchase of copies of the reports of the Supreme 
Court and Opinions of the Attorneys General of the United 
States for the Executive offices of the Territories of Kansas 
and Nebraska, $450. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I would inquire of the gen 
tleman from New York what is to be done with 
these different sets of Howard’s Reports 


ato 
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Mr. HAVEN. This amendment was inserted 


| 
' 
| 


by the Senate, and it was concurred in by the | 


Committee of Ways and Means, and upon the 
ground that the officers of the country and the 
offictal wants of the country require it. There 
ace some odditional district courts, not only inthe 
Territories, but in the State of California, and the 
Secretary of State and some of the Departments 
are destitute of them, 
‘he amendment was then concurred in. 


Twenty-second amendment: 


Insert atthe end of the appropriations for the State De- 
partment, the following: 

rhat the act approved the 22d April, 1854, entitled “ An 
act to ameod the thied section of ‘An act making appro- 
poatious forthe civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
ment tor the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ and for 
other purposes,’’ shall be so construed as, in regard to in- 
creased Compensation for the fiscal year ending the 30th 
ot June last, to inelude within its provisions the clerks of 
the Department of State and the clerks in the Office of the 
Coust Survey ; and thatthe chief clerk in the State Depart 
ment shall receive the same compensation as the chief 
clerks inthe other Departments of the Government for the 
Inet fiveal year; and that the money necessary to carry 
these provisions into effect is hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 


Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
7 ° 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
‘Twenty-third amendment: 


Sirtke out the clause of the bill: “ For compensation of 
the suoertintendent and four watchmen of the northeast 
Executive Building, 2,250,” and insert in lieu thereof: 


For compensation of four watchmen of the northeast 
Executive Building, $2,400. 


Mr. HAVEN. 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Twenty-fourth amendment, 


Strike out the following from the original bill: “ Forcom- 
pensation of the Secretary of the Treasury and Assistant 


The Committee of Ways and | 


| tention of the chairman of the Committee of Ways || 


TT 

For compensation of the Register of the Treasury, and | 
the clerks and messenger in his office, $51,700 ; 

For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and | 
the clerks aud messenger in his office, 316,850; | 

For compensation of Commissioner of Customs, and the || 
clerks and mesenger in his office, $19,750; 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger of the 
Light- House Board, $8,550. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence In that | 
amendment. The amendment is to make the ap- | 
propriation conform to the increased compensation 
of theclerks in the Departments. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence, for the purpose of placing the compensation 
of the clerks under the existing laws. We have 
another amendment which provides for the in- 
crease, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I would call the at- 


and Means to an amendment which that commit. | 
tee have recommended to be made to the matter 
the Senate have proposed to strikeout. We pro- 
pose to strike out in the two hundred and thirty- 
second line the words ** $36,950,’’ and to insert 
*© $41,750.” 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ten- | 
nessee is correct. That is to provide for three 
additional clerks authorized by the deficiency bill. 
The clause, if amended, would read: | 
For compensation of the Register of the Treasury, and 


the clerks, messenger, and assistaut messengers in his 
office, $41,750. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The recommendation, then, 





|is to disagree to the whole amendment with an | 


amendment. | 
Mr. JONES. I think the proper course would | 
be first to amend the clause proposed to be stricken 


| out, 


Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, and aasist- | 


ant messenger in his office 852.000 ; 

‘For compensation of the First Comptroller, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, $34,500 ; 

* Por compensation of the Second Comptroller, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, $25,500 ; 

* Por compensation of the First Auditor, and the clerks, 
messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, $30,900 ; 

‘*For compensation of the Second Auditor, and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, 
S51,700 ; 

** For compensation of the Third Auditor, and the clerks, 
messengers, and assistant messenger in his office, $66,950; 

© For compensation to temporary clerks, employed in the 
office of the Third Auditor on bounty land service, and 
arrears of pay, $29,608: Provided, That vo clerk shall re- 


ecrive more than at the rate of $1,000 per annum under | 


this act, except one, whose salary shall be $1,600 per an- 
num, and four whose compensation shall be four dollars 
per day; 

“For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, 
B25 200 ; 

§25,200 5 

* For compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $12 300; 

“ For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De- 
partment, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger in his office, $130,600 ; 


** For compensation of the Treasurer of the United States, | 


| and it is therefore brought again before the House. 


| taken upon concurring in the whole amendment. 


| Chair that the committee cannot go back to amend 
| the original text of the bill. 


agree to the Senate amendment with an amend- | 
| ment. 


andthe clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his | 


office, $21,500—the office of assistant messenger being 
bereby created, at an annual salary of $500 ; 
** For compensation ofthe Register of the Treasury, and 


ihe clerks, messenger, and assistant messengers in his 


office, 836 950 ; 

* For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and 
the clerks aud messenger in his office, $12,500 ; 

«* Forcompensation of the Commissioner of Customs, and 
the clerks and messenger in his office, $17,700; 

‘* For compensation of the clerks and messenger of the 
Light-House Board, $7,600;” 


—and insert in lieu thereof, as follows: 


For compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, 
aud assistant messenger in his office, $46,650 ; 

For compensation of the First Comptroller, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $30,050 ; 

For compensation of the Second Comptroller, and the 
cierks and messenger in his office, $26,150 ; 

For compensation of the First Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in bis office, 337,900 ; 

For compensation of the Second Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $36,100 ; 

For compensation of the Third Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $121,850; 

For compensaion of the Fourth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $29,300; 

For compensation of the Filth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $15,550; 

For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De- 
partment, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messen- 
ger in his office, $163,300 ; 

For compensation of the Treasurer of the United States, 
and the clerks and two messengers in his office, one addi- 
ticaal messenger being hercby created therefor, $26,900 ; 


| to move to strike out? 


|The Chair should have put both motions at the 
| same time. 
| tleman from Alabama, and now puts the motion 
| which ought to have been put before. 


is so fond of questions of order, | must submit. 


| 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would 
not be in order to go back to the original text of 
the bill. | 

Mr. JONES. The clause proposed to be | 
stricken out has not gone out of the control of the | 
House. The Senate has refused to concur in it, 


TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would | 
not be in order. 


Mr. JONES. Then let it go. Let the vote be 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Now,I suppose, it will be in 
order to strike out and insert, so as to providea 


compensation for these three clerks? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is the opinion of the | 


Mr. HOUSTON. My motion was to dis- 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
motion would have been in order. 
Mr. HOUSTON. That was the motion I 
originally made. 


The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair will en- || 





tertain the motion to strike out ‘* $36,950,’’ and to 
insert in lieu thereof ** $41,750.” 
Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to go back and 


The CHAIRMAN, It is not in order to go 
back to the original text. The gentleman from | 
Alabama moved that the committee non-concur in | 
the amendment of the Senate with an amendment. 


He did not then understand the gen- 


Mr. OLDS. 
with amendments? I think not; but it is in order 
to move to strike out and insert. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the question of order 
is raised and insisted upon, the Chair must decide 
the motion cannot be made; for you cannot touch 
the original text. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 


If the gentleman from Ohio 


The amendment is only to increase the appropria- 
tion in order to pay the legal salaries of clerks 
created by ourselves. 

Mr. OLDS. Gentlemen can move to strike 
out and insert. 
ceed according to the rules which we have adopted | 
to regulate our proceedings. 





Is it parliamentary to non-concur || 
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ment? 


The CHAIRMAN. Theame 
ruled out of order, and the Se 


non-concurred in. 


Twenty-fifth amendment: 


For additional compensation for dish 
superintendents of Executive buildings 


ee 


Mr.HAVEN. What becom 


es of the amend. 


ndment has been 
nate amendmen: 


ursing clerks 


ang 
> Provided in 


third section of the act of 3d March, 1853 Fuititted m 


act making appropriations for the civil 
penses of Government for the year ending t 
1854,” for the Treasury Department, 3600 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


of Ways and Means recommen 


rence in the amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in 


Twenty-sixth amendment: 


For revision of the revenue laws alread 
report showing the changes and alterations 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee 
and Means recommend a non-coneurr 


amendment. 


Mr. FULLER. 
concur in the twenty-sixth amendment of 
ate. The Secretary of the Treasury has ; 
a codification of the revenue laws, 


and diplomatic S 


he Wih of Jone 


The Committee 
d a non-concyr. 


y made, and a 
herein, $5,099, 


of Ways 
ence in the 


I hope that the committee wij 


the Sen. 
repared 
which wil] 


| make a volume of about three hundred pages, |r 
changes, in many respects, all the existing laws 
on the subject. That communication has been 


sent to the Senate, and will be 
vacation. Congress will be called upon to act o 
the subject at the next session. Any gentleman 


printed during the 
On 


familiar with the codification of statutes knows 
that it is necessary, where you change the law, to 


have it numbered and accompanied by exp 


tory notes. 


ate important and mere 
tees on Commerce of the 
have had this subject under their consideration 


during the whole of the present session. 


lana. 


I believe this amendment of the Sen- 
because the Commit. 
enate and this House 


Both 


committees believe that this appropriation for the 

purpose of preparing this report in the vacation 

will be an economical expenditure of the public 
| money, and will greatly add to the proper under. 
standing of the bill when the House will be called 
to act on the subject at the next session. 

For these reasons in brief—and | would like to 
go more into detail, but will not take up the time 
of the committee—I hope that the committee will 

concur in the amendment of the Senate. 
I desire to say, Mr. Chair- 


Mr. HAVEN. 
| man, by way of justification of the Committee of 
eans, and in answer to the genile- 


Ways and 


; man from Maine, that for this revision of the rey- 
enue laws this House, at the present session, 
passed a bill appropriating $5,000. Ten thousand 
dollars was asked for; but it slipped up after dis- 


| these laws. 


I only desire that we may pro- || 


cussion, and it was referred to the Committee of 
Waysand Means. 
in favor of allowing $5,000 for the codification of 
This gentleman was appointed some 
My friend suggests that it is an 
onerous business to compile and codify these 
It was the opinion of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means then—and it was their opinion 
now—when acting upon this bill, and it was the 
opinion of the House and Senate this session, that 
the $5,000 provided for in that bill was a full and 
sufficient compensation; and I hope the House 


time last year. 


laws. 


The committee reported back 


will not concur in the amendment of the Senate. 


Mr. FULLER. 


planation. 


[t will be remembered that the appropriation of 
$10,000 for this purpose was inserted in the civil 
and diplomatic bill of last year; but by a mistake 
or omission of the engrossing clerk, the amend- 
|, ment was not incorporated in the act. 

retary of the Treasury employed oe to eod- 
ify the laws; and it was not unti 
partially progressed, that the omission was dis- 
The appropriation was originally for 
$10,000, as it should have been. 

$5,000 have been appropriated. That amount of 
money has been expended, and the commissioner 
when he got it quit the work. Since that time, 
the Secretary has summoned to his aid two of the 
clerks in his Department, who have worked at 
nights in order to complete this revision. }t isstill 
an imperfect work, and incomplef® in its character 


covered, 


I move to increase the amount 
one dollar, in order that 1 may make a brief ex- 


the work ha 


| for the want of this report to accompany it; and 


| $5,000 


Mr. HAVEN. This, I am free to say, is turn- 


isfor that purpose I ask an appropriation 


The Sec- 


It is true, that 
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. little different from what | supposed. It | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 

yo from the explanation given by my || will recollect that early in the present session this 
‘vom Maine, that the commissioner to whole subject was fully debated here. The law 

» paid $5,000 has cheated us. We paid | and resolution of a late session authorized the 
ad for doing the entire work, and nobody | employment of three commissioners for the pur- 
Pr anything to do with it. We employed || pose of revising the revenue laws. The Secretary | 
e * eeto doit. Hespeaks of commissioners. || of the Treasury, for reasons that are known to 

ye but one man employed, and I believe | this committee, did not employ three commis- | 
oe om $5,000. If there be any truth in the | sioners, but he employed one. That gentleman 
¢ * eyogeated by him, that he has abandoned || expected, as he served, to get $10,000, which sum, 
ae and failed to finish the report, that is | it was believed, would be appropriated for the 
Pu tional reason why we should not pay the || work. This House and the Senate, on discus- 
ve now asked to anybody else. But! un- || sion, and on investigation of the subject, deter- 
eng the facts differently from my friend from || mined at this session to appropriate but $5,000 for 
ee | understand that it is trying to ring in || the purpose, believing that that would be ample 
og additional $5,000 that both Houses re- || compensation for one commissioner. And now | 
ee to give the commissioner when the subject || it is poapeneh in this bill to pay the additional 
r ider consideration before. I should think || $5,000 for him. 1 hope that will not be done. 

. 45,000 was pretty good pay fora gentleman || The question was taken on Mr. Grow’s amend- | 
from the interior of the State of Pennsyl- || ment to the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 
‘aig, It is more than justices of the Supreme || Mr. FULLER. I move to amend the amend- 
on get. L have nothing further to say. || ment by increasing the appropriation ten dollars. 
Vr, LETCHER. Who is to get this money? || 1am unwilling, Mr. Chairman, that a question | 
\ir, HAVEN. The Committee of Waysand || of so much importance as | know this to be should | 
tans understood it was to be appropriated here || go out sideways on an attack upon the commis- | 
ie benefit ofthe commissioner. | haveunder- || sioner appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
wood itwasforhim. I understand the gentleman || or on the point of the difference between $5,000 to 
om Maine now to say, that thecommissioner has || $10,000. Gentlemen will understand that this | 
ked out and left his work, and that he wants || project to codify the revenue laws of the United | 
we sum of $9,000 for the Secretary of the Treas- || States involved an examination of all the statutes | 











ry to pay theclerks who were engaged at nights || passed since the establishment of the Government, | 


a this work. If this is true, it was dishonor- || of all your Treasury circulars, of all the decisions 
eon the part of the commissioner to abandon || of the Supreme Court, and of the thousand and 
» work; and, forone, I am not disposed to vote | one different and modified tariff laws which have 
money to pay any one else in advance for work || been passed. | 
pti! itis done. 
Vr. FULLER. I desire to correct the state- 
ment of the gentleman from New York. If the | the House, for its action, at the commencement 


‘ e . . | e . . 
nmittee had investigated this subject as I have, || of the next session of Congress. Now, sir, when | 


eSenate. In the first place, I do not know that 


ic) . ‘ ° 
| think they would concur in this amendment of || that question shall come up, the members of this 
Ju 


ve Barrett was employed for any particular || and I say it is necessary that we should have, 
«. He worked so wee | as he was employed || with that law, the accompanying report, number- 
y the Secretary of the Treasury, for the com- | ing each amendment, ove, two, three, &c., and 
ensation agreed to be paid him. The act orig- || reterring to the uld act, so that we can understand 
ily contemplated three commissioners. I can || what itis. | say the $5,000 recommended by the 
ny to gentlemen of the committee, that this work || Secretary of the Treasury is necessary, and the 
of codifying the laws is a work of great labor. I 

wil say further, in order to have a proper under- 
i 


| 
f 
i 


beneficial one. But 1 do not want, as | said be- 


anding of the matter, that I care not who does || fore, to have this question shoved off in a side- | 


the work, or how much compensation you give || ways manner. 
for the service; but it is important that we should 
havea report showing the difference between the 
od revenue laws and the present law. 

Mr. FULLER, by unanimous consent, then | 
wihdrew his amendment to the amendment. 

Mr.GROW. I move to amend the amendment 
by increasing the appropriation five dollars. I | 
propose this amendment for the purpose of being | 
wie lo say a word or two in explanation of the || 


get the money, if Judge Barrett has resigned ? 


as he has his reputation at stake upon it. 
Mr. LETCHER. This money is wanted, as 





been working at nights upon this matter. | want 
conduct of this commissioner, in reply to the re- | to know who these two pereons are who are to 
narks of one of the members of the Committee || Teceive it; for it looks to me very much like a de- 
of Ways and Means, (Mr. Haven.] The com- | mand for extra compensation in a roundabout 
missionercame here to codify the revenue laws. || W®Y- 

His salary was fixed by the Secretary of the | 
Treasury. Congress appropriated $10,000 for the | 
purpose, instructing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to devote that sum to the payment of the service 
oi the three commissioners to whom the work 
vas to be assigned. They were unwilling, how- 
ever, to undertake the work for the consideration 
o' $10,000. Two of them, therefore, refused to || they are salaried officers or not; and if they are, 
serve, leaving the other commissioner to com- 
mence the work. He did so; and Congress made 
*1 appropriation of $5,000 last session to pay the 
‘xpenses of that compilation, including not only 
he salary of the codifier, but the salaries of clerks, 


complete without the report. 


his opening remarks that three of those men had 
worked at night, and that this money was wanted 


| can he ioform the House? 


gentleman’s time left, I desire to say that the gen- 
tleman from Maine is still mistaken, and that he 
ihe expenses of office, &c. is not more enlightened than the rest of us. He 
Your codifier refused to serve any longer at| says that this money is not wanted to pay for any 
‘nat pay. Had he not a right to do so? He came || work which has already been done. But the very 
rere for no express time. Is he bound to stay | language of this amendment is, ‘‘ for revision of 
here four or five years without sufficient remuner- || the revenue laws already made.”’ 
“ion from the Government? He was at liberty I desire now to say one word in reply to the 
fave whenever he pleased; and if his pay were || gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grow.] 1 
‘sufficient, that was a good reason for him to | have not attacked Judge Barrett. I say that, upon 
eave; and he exercised that right. What reason || the hypothesis which the gentleman from Penn- 
can be found by the Committee of Ways and || sylvania himself has presented, he has behaved 
Means, or by this Houae, to refuse to appropriate || dishonorably; but | do not think he has; and | 
“'s commissioner a sufficient amount of compen- | hope the truth will turn out differently from what 
rans Congress authorized the Secretary of the || they allege. The law, which was passed some 
“*asury to employ whom he chose for that work; | time ago, was so stringent that it required the 
*nd the person employed had, of course, a right || Secretary of the Treasury to report to us, the first 
z fave when he thought proper. This right the || week of the next session of Congress, the items of 
“Mmissioner exercised. ‘| money which he has paid out of that $5,000. 
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This whole subject has been taken up, and has | 
been codified, and the report will be presented to | 


House will want to act understandingly upon it, | 


work will be, for this House, a most useful and | 


Mr. LETCHER. I want to know who is to | 


Mr. FULLER. 1am willing to leave that to | 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


the gentieman says, for two persons who have | 


Mr. FULLER. I say the work would be in- | 


Mr. LEYCHER. The gentleman told us in | 
| to cover the expense of that sort of work. Now, | 
I want to know who the persons are, whether | 
| who they are. The gentleman certainly knows; | 


Mr. HAVEN. If there is a moment of the || 


—————— ——— 


a — 2027 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Fut- 
Ler’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

‘The question recurring upon agreeing with the 
Senate amendment, it was put; and decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-seventh amendment: 

Strike out, under the head “ Light House Board,’’ the 
following: 

“For paper and printing of the Treasury Department, in- 
cluding paper, printing, and binding the annual ‘ State- 
ment of Commerce aud Navigation,’ and for paper and 
printing the annual ‘ Estimates of Appropriation,’ 317 ,20v.”"’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 


Page seventeen, line three hundred and ninety five, in- 
sert the words “ eight hundred,’’ so that the clause shall 
read: 

For compensation of eight watchmen of the southeast 
Executive Building, $4,800. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


| Twenty-ninth amendment: 


| Strike out the clause: “ For compensation of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, and the clerks, messengers, and labor- 
ers, in his office, 329,8°0,”’ and insert in lieu thereof : 
For compensation of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
the elerks and messengers in his office, $28,400. 


Mr. JONES, of Tehnessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirtieth amendment: 


Insert under the head of ‘‘ Department of the Interior’’ 
the following: 
For paying of laborers, $1,095. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
| to that amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-first amendment: 


In line four hundred and twenty-eight strike out 
*€ $139,500,” and insert ** $165,950,” so that the clause will 
read: 

For compensation of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the recorder, draughtsman, assistant 
draughtsman, clerks, messengers, assistant messengers, and 
packers in his office, $165,050. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-second amendment: 
In line four hundred and thirty-one strike out “* $3,000,"’ 
and insert * $2,190,’ so that the item will read: 

For compensation of six laborers, $2,190. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
| of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
| to that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-third amendment: 

In line four hundred and fifty strike out ‘‘ $27,800,” and 
insert ** $29,900,” so that the item will read: 

For compensation of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, and the clerks, messenger and assistant inessenger in 
his office, $29,9v0. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-fourth amendment: 


Strike out “ For compensation of the Commissioner of 
Pensions, and the clerks and messengers in his office, 
$66 800. 

For compensation to thirty temporary clerks employed in 
the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, $31,300: Pro- 
vided, That no clerk shall receive more than at the rate of 
$3 33 per day,’ and insert in lieu thereof: 

For rent of building on Seventh street, for the office of 
Indian Affairs, commencing the 12th of June, 1854, at 
$1,200 per annum, §! ,263 33; 

For compensation of four watchmen for building occu- 
pied by the office of Indian Affairs, commencing the 15th 
of June, 1854, $2,500 ; 

For fuel and lights, and necessary fixtures for warming 
and lighting the rooms occupied by the office of Indian Af- 
fairs, $616; 

For compensation of the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
the clerks and fvur messengers in his office, $108,200. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose that the question 
shall first be taken upon striking out. I then pro- 
pose to move to insert what the Senate substitute 
under the head of Indian Affairs where it prop- 
erly belongs. 


Pl he CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
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course proposed by the gentleman from Alabama Mr. JONES. The Committee of Ways and | off the Superintendent of Public P 
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ne arts rintine Pg, which | 
would not be in order. Means recommend a non-concurrence in the | his clerks employed in his office, from ming BY One| 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, sir, then [ will say, | amendment. . tional compensation. If it be right to ine Yaa from 
that the Committee of Ways and Means recom- The amendment was non-concurred in. compensation of the otherc i nee t ea 

y : p ‘ erks inthe Capito) ded, by ¢ 
mend a concurrence in that amendment with an Forty-third amendment: Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise to o ee seam the 
amendment. I move to amend the Senate amend- For compensation of the Surveyor General of Washing- | Won of order. I understand that the ‘eat 7 ean empl 
ment, in the four hundred and seventy-eighth | -ton Territory, and the clerks in his office, $7,500. from Illinois proposes to amend the amendn n0 wems 0 
line, by striking out ** $108,200,’’ and inserting Mr. JONES. The Committee of Ways and submitted by the Committee of Ways and Me. , os ou! 

“OF ’ ‘ u n mitt 
‘s $97,500, ’ so that the item would read: Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- The CHAIRMAN. That is the Propositi Fen oer’ 

7 . ° U6 alt - 
For compensation of the Commissioner of Pensions, and ment. |. Mr. STEPHEN Ss. Then It 18 an amend wel erk of 
the clerks and four messengers in his office, $97,800. The amendment was concurred in. in the third degree, and is out of order. 7” - esgon @ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed Forty-fourth amendment: ae pepe go The Chair i8 incline a. yghtt 
to. ; : Strike out the words: bie th f 9 € question of order tak ynown, aS | 

The amendment of the Senate, as amended, was « For compensation of the Superintendent of the Public | DY the gentieman from Georgia. Under the p werensed 

va seein Printing, and the clerks and messenger in his office,$6,595,”’ | tice of the House, we have been in the i.) ene 
then <omenesen'se, and in i u thereof insert the following j he S d in the habit pof the CX 

7m . ( e n OHOWLN : p treating the Senate's am a 1 

j Thirty-fifth amendment: For compensation of the Superintendent of the Public || 1 ont c id is ean ca dable 8S AN amends House 
PP Strike out the following : Printing, and the clerks and messenger in his office, $9,595: || é ’ oo Endable in the seco yr. MI RI 
“ For engraving bounty land warrants, $5,000 ; Provided, That the joint resolution, approved the 20ih of | Gegree. The Chair, therefore, thinks that sibs orovVis0, | 
‘. ue stationery $2,500 ; rine e July, 1854, shall be so construed as to embrace the Super- | amendment of the gentleman from Illinois j 2 , the | 
“ Por binding books, 1,000; intendent of Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger | jn order. ° vo a All — 
; > _—s ; ’ ” | : av } 
' ‘For furniture, $500 ; _|| in bie office. z : 5 ; | Mr.PECKHAM. What does the Chai. ndent | 
\ ‘* For miscellaneous items, $1,000 ;’’ and in lieu thereof Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee | by the ‘* second degree?” wm ; 
insert the following : of Ways and Means propose that the proviso in Ti . — 

: : ee re CHAIRMAN. An amend at 

; et and printing bounty land certificates, the Senate amendment be stricken out, and that | amendment is in the pedal deares ment to ee 
4 ” For stationery, $3,000 ; then we concur in the amendment as amended. Mr. PECKHAM. And was not the pro oe rhe 
: © For binding books, $2,000 ; _Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I hope the pro- | tion of the gentleman from Illinois to wate cae and 
1 Ae ethane 95,000 viso will not be stricken out. The messengers and | amendment? \ alee 
i For compensation of laborers, ry 00 —_ in the os mr ees " ae The CHAIRMAN. Yes; and that amend me Mr. JON! 
: a . ‘in rinting, as well as the Superintendent himself, || i cs _— 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee Bs 4 for @ P f ine the || which the gentleman from Illinois proposes gentleme 
of Ways and Means recommend a cencurrence in || are employed for the purpose of executing the | amend is itself an amendment to oe amend +g, if he 
eee eee 3 work of the two Houses of Congress. They are | ment. That makes it in the thir degree, and MMMM and bis. 

The amendment was concurred in clearly legislative employees, and, as such, are a8 | not in order. sation ? 

bes much entitled to this extra compensation as any | Mr. PECKHAM. Then no amendment cali Mc, MUE 

Phirty-sixth amendment: of the other officers employed about this building. || be in order here at all? in a sahil 

Strike out the words: “ For paper and printing for the || | understand that a construction is put upon the | Mr.HENN. Has not the gentleman fro it the C 
Department of the Interior, $8,000,”’ resolution passed July 20, by which they are de- Illinois a right to perfect the original amendmen atina 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee | prived of the extra compensation allowed by that || The amendment of the Committee of Ways ay an why 
of Waysand Means recommend a concurrence in || resolution. & seems to me right and proper, | Means is a motion to strike out; and the propos aananti 
the amendment. | while the rest of the employees at both ends of | tion of the gentleman from Illinois is in order. 4 Mr JON 

‘The amendment was concurred in. the Capitol shall receive extra compensation under |) jt proposes to perfect the Senate’s amendment, si that t 

1a iceueninatti aieiaiimihs eaten that ten oe also should | Mr. STEPHENS. There is no doubt abi. 

For additional compensation for disbursing clerks and nomad et hope the House will not strike out the question of order. The original question } Mr. MU! 
superintendents of Executive Buildings, provided in the = Peeveres ~ j | fore the House is on agreeing to the Senate@imme centlem 
third section of the act of 3d March, 1853, entitled ‘‘An act Mr. JON ES, of Fennesses. The Superintend- |} amendment. That isthe question pending. Thy ted agaill 
making appropriations for whe civil ahd diplomatic expenses || ent. receives himself $2,000, and his clerks, 1 || Committee of Ways and Means proposes am is Hou 

eee — 5a » | believe, $1,500 each. [ think that this compensa- || amend it. That is an amendment in the secon} hav 
1854,’ for the Department of the Loterior, 3600. . . | fici for the S d =ge ; b men ne 

oa : i. : t10n 18 amply sufficient for the Superinten entand degree. The proposition of the gentleman from que 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘The Committee of || hig clerk : or 8 ronda The 4 
Wave aesd Bie : : his clerks, ; | [llmois now is to amend that proposed amend endmen 

ays and ivieans recommend a non-concurrence Mr. STAN TON. Almost every clerk in that ment to the Senate’s amendment. The = 
in the amendment. department has more duties to perform, and is | The CHAIRMAN. Yes; but the gentlema coaitot 

Phe amendment was non-concurred in more constantly at work, than the clerks employed || from Georgia is aware that it is in order to perfee cd om 

Thirty-eighth amendment: by the two Houses of Congress. ; the portion proposed to be stricken out before Mr TA 

In the following paragraph, after the word “thousand,” Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Towers conducted his || vote can be taken on the amendment to strike Tyljers 
— Pmt cage ieailhciinibiaad ihn itaiis | business with two clerks; but now there are four || out, the amendment to strike out being considered) (yay 
wing of the Patent Office, occupied by the Secretary of the employed in this department. he clerks in the | as held in abeyance until the Proposition to per The que 
Interior, $2,000. State Departmentare excluded from the benefit of | fect is disposed of. arty 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘The Committee of || °@Y increased compensation, as well as the clerks | Mr. STEPHENS. The amendment of th 89 the f 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in |" the office of the Superintendent of Public Print- || gentleman from llinois is nevertheless an amen¢: The que 
ios ainaeienaah | ing. There are a great many clerks who do not | ment in the third degree. the fies 

inn auiemdenitt tana ennearend in: enjoy the benefit of this extra compensation. Our | The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the sad te 

: Thi ath d : object in recommending striking out a portion of || Chair, derived from the suggestion of the gentle ¢) the , 
$ ee amendment: . this amendment was to let this question of in- | man from lowa, the amendment of the Committee 5 
: , For the annual compensation of a librarian, to be ap- | creaged compensatior st at present, so th : J orty-t 
rae | | pointed by the Commissioner of Patents, the sum of $1,600, “te P eee eae k - his : es hat + | of Ways and Means to strike out cannot be en In the fi 
-_ = ihe amount now allowed by law to clerks of the third class, the next session we may take up this subject and || tertained until the part proposed to be stricken out 0750 ‘1 
ik \o be paid out of the patent fund. mature some proper system, which shall embrace || is perfected; and it is this which the amendment), 
eee i Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of all these clerks. | of the gentleman from IIlinois proposes to do. for com 
Bis Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence Mr. STANTON. | have only to say,inreply | Mr. STEPHENS. Thatis the case when the ke, me 
i in the amendment. to the gentleman, that the increase of business in || vote is on the original proposition; but whenit 650. 
ai The amendment was non-concurred in. the office made it necessary to employ additional || involves an amendment in the third degree, i Mr. Jc 
se cnilaile anetlianint | clerks. an 1 cannot be entertained. And hence, when theres Ways 
3 For the purchase of books for the library of the Patent 7s JAMES C. ALLEN... I desire to make = amendment in the second degree a. . _— 
se Gihen aaa supplying a deficiency in cles appropria- || 2% Inquiry of the gentleman from Kentucky. _I strike out, the question is first to be taken on it. Mp The an 
ate t tions, the sum of $5,000, to be paid out of the patent fund. understand that the law increasing the salaries of || Otherwise we might multiply amendments to the Forty: 
; Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of the clerks of both Houses of Congress has been so || tenth or hundredth degree. in On) 
| Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in construed as not to include the Superintendent of The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks its |i jo, 
3 the amendment. the Public Printing, and the clerks employed in || order to amend any section proposed to be strickes Hiended, 
+ ia The amendment was concurred in. his office. Now, I understand that the proviso || out before the vote is taken on striking out; and nde 
e: . Sad d has been added here in the Senate amendment, for | upon that ground the Chair will hold the amen % 
= . ve retamendment: — the purpose of enabling them to receive additional | ment of the gentleman from Illinois in order. Mr. J 
7 anne mei Peel noo Pay csuw'etne Of the Fotent compensation as the other clerks receive it. The | Mr. JAMESC. ALLEN. I was remarking, Way 
ft Office building, the sum of $16,000 of the appropriation | @Uties of the Superintendent have increased in | when interrupted by the question of order, that, a ~ a 
; made by the act approved 3st of May, 1854, forfurnishing | proportion to the amount of increase in the public || I understand, the construction given to the res0- hea 
nt eal Ne ne twee fo wc hodag printing. lution raising the salary of the clerks of this Hous, MM Porty. 
ee is ed by the proper accounting 380 AS - ~ ’ I a : afd the : 
H ary 0S Cradh of On venut fad. The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the amend- | cuts off the Superintendent of Printing from stan 
i 



























rae , ment sted already, and ; embet te 

Mr. JONES. The Commitee of Waya and! nents been exhausted already, and’no farther | benehs of tha lew. f preaume that no Beg i 

; Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- | Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I move, then, to | cer has increased in quite as great a ratio 88 tha Por © 

te — 4 ai | increase the amount of the appropriation. of other clerks about this establishment; 24! io “ 

ate eo amendment was concurred in. | The CHAIRMAN. Thereisno appropriation | cannot, for the life of me, see why it is that y% co J 

‘ Forty-second amendment: || provided for in the proviso. | ought to cut him off from the benefits of the res Way 

. D For the preservation of the collections of the Exploring || Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I move, then, to | lution increasing the salary of employees o! thee hat 

i a sikse a antnen ent otie strike out the words *‘ clerks and messengers,” for || House of Representatives. ne 

i an Mon of Keepers, watchmen, and laborers, || the purpose of making a few remarks. I under- | It does seem to me that this bill should be © orty 
a For contingent expenses, 100. |) stand that the construction given to that law cuts || amended, that the Superintendent of the Pubit 


bs 






shall be permitted to take the increased 
>» | have no doubt was intended to be 
yey at the time of the passage of that 
- on the receipt of which he has been 
4 by the fact that he holds his appoint- 
ne President of the United States, and 
employee or appointee of this House. 
ma to me that the amendment of .the 
ought not to prevail. If there has 
ncrease of salary to other officers, and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, the 
~ eon which induced that increase, it seems 
* eneht to apply to the Superintendent; for it 
ag as | before remarked, that his business 
eased in quite as great a proportion as 
‘she clerks about the Departments and of 
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Wr, MURRAY. I am opposed to striking out 
*ayiso, and | wish to say only a word upon 
“4l| the clerks about the Capitol have had 
y increased, with the exception of the Su- 
ondent of the Public Printing, and the clerks 
.ofice, I do not know of any reason why 
slerks should be allowed an extra compen- 
, and the Superintendent and his clerks ex- 
Chey should all be placed upon the same 
rand | am therefore in favor of the amend- 
' sassed by the Senate. 
vr, JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to ask 
» gentleman from New York a question, and 
»: g, if he does not think that the Superintend- 
. and his clerks now receive a sufficient com- 
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Vr. MURRAY. I was opposed to the increase 
the compensation of any of the employees 
tthe Capitol; but as the House has seen fit 
crease the compensation of others, | see no 
son why these should not be included, and their 
qpensation increased also. 
Vr. JONES. But does not the gentleman 
that they now get enough under the law as 
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Mr MURRAY. I will be perfectly frank with 






n b 
nate'@mme ventieman. I think they all get enough. I 
Th wed against the increase of compensation; but 




























































es the House saw fit to do it, I think these gen- 
ecor men have equal claims to it. 
fr The question was taken upon Mr. ALLEn’s 
nen pendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring on agreeing to the 
_ sition to strike out the proviso of the forty- 
eriec 


; urth amendment, 
ore Me Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CummincG 


: , 
dered | CHAMBERLAIN were appointed. 
’ PEER The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
—ayes 73, noes 62. 
ft ' . 
» “GRRE So the proviso was stricken out. 
™ The question then recurred upon the amendment | 
the Senate, as amended; and being taken, was 
the 
“iecied in the affirmative. 
enueMAE So the amendment was concurred in. 
nittee n en 
e ep orcy-fifth amendment: 
n out In the five hundred and eighty-third line strike out 
mest 2,790,” and insert ‘* $22,650,’? so that the item, as 
; ended, would read : 
0 For compensation of the Secretary of War, and the 
n the rks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, 
ven it 50. 
ee, UE Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
ere is Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
ng to that amendment. 
on it. MW The amendment was non-concurred in. 
— 
_ rorty-sixth amendment: 
is in In the five hugdred and ninety-third line strike out 


ae 1,600,” and insert ** $14,750,’’ so that the item, as 
IcKen ended, would read : 


; and Tr compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
nend: ‘eof the Adjutant General, $14,750. 


Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
al, oe that amendment. 


reso: HB The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Ouse, ? 

» the Forty-seventh amendment: 

ber fe Six hundred and one strike out “ $14,000,’ and 
£ ~ $16,350,” so that the amendment, as amended, 

t ol uid read: 

y thal 


wr compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
und | © of the Quartermaster General, $16,350. 


, you Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 


res Ways and Means recommend a disagreement | 


yf the MR at amendment. 
he amendment was non-concurred in 
orty-eighth amendment: 





s | —— 


o eg —— 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee | 


In line six hundred and fourteen strike out ‘* $10,900,” 


and insert ** $12,350,” so that the clause, as amended, would 
read : 


For compensation of clerks and messenger in the office 
of the Paymaster General, $12,350. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a disagreement to 
that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Forty-ninth amendment: 


In line six hundred and seventeen strike out “ $8,000,” 
and insert ‘* $9,350,’’ so that the clause, as amended, would 
read: 

For compensation of the clerks and messengers in the 
office of the Commissary General of Subsistence, $9,350. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a disagreement 
to that amendment. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fiftieth amendment: 

In the following paragraph strike out “‘ $7,490,”? and in 
sert in lieu thereof * $8,150: 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
office of tie Chief Engineer, 87,400. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in 


Fifty-first amendment: 

From the following paragraph strike out “ $4,400,” and 
in lieu thereof insert ** $5,750 :’’ 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Surgeon General, 94,400. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifty-second amendment: 

From the following paragraph strike out ‘*$5,600,”’ and in 
lieu thereof insert ** $9.950 :*’ 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the of 
fice of the Colonel of Topographical Engineers, $5,600. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifty-third amendment: 

From the following paragraph strike out ‘*$10,400,”’ and 
insert in lieu thereof * $12,150 :”” 

For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the of- 
fice of the Colonel of Ordnance $10,400. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifty-fourth amendment: 


Strike out the following paragraph : 
For printing and paper for the War Department, $2,400. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-fifth amendment: 
For additional compensation for disbursing clerk and 
. superintendent of Executive Building, provided in the third 
section of the act of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled ** An 
act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of Government, for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1854,’’ for the War Department, $200. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifty-sixth amendment: 


In the following paragraph, after the word “‘ thousand,”’ 
insert the words “ four hundred :”’ 

For compensation of four watchmen of the northwest 
Executive Building, $2,900, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-seventh amendment: 


From the fotlowing clause strike ont ‘‘ $21,875 ;” 

For compensation of superintendent and four watch- 
men of the building corner of F and Seventeenth streets, 
$2,250: 

Forrent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, and warming ali the rooms in it, $21,875; 

For compensation of superintendent and four watch- 
men of the building corner of F and Seventeenth streets, 
32,250, and in lieu thereof insert the words : 

Thirty-two thousand three hundred and seventy five 
dollars ; and the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to 
lease said building, or some other, for a term not exceeding 
five years, at the rent herein authorized, if, in his judgment, 
the same shal! be for the public interest. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
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of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment is disa- 
greed to by the Committee of Ways and Means; 
and I desire to call the attention of the committee 
to it, for a purpose which I will now state. It 
proposes to increase the rent of the Winder 
building to $30,000 perannum. Mr. Winder has 
given the Secretary of War notice to abandon the 
building, or agree to pay $30,000 rent per annum 
for five years. I wish to suggest whether it would 
not be better for us to amend the Senate’s amend- 
ment by offering io purchase the building at 
$200,000, which was the proposition at the last 
session of Congress. 

Cries of ‘* Yes!”’ and ‘* No!”’) 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no feeling about the 
matter; but it is evident that the Department will 
have to abandon the building, or take a five years’ 
lease at $30,000 per annum. 

Mr.CHANDLER. I would ask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means whether 
he understands the proprietor of the building will 
take $200,000 for it? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know. He offered 
to take that amount at the last Congress. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I move to add the 
following words: 


nl - oneal 


And that the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, au 
thorized, if, in bis opinion, the interest of the United States 
would be promoted by the purchase of the building owned 
by Wiiliam H. Winder, and now rented by the Government, 
situated at the corner of Seventeenth and F streets, in the 
city of Washington, to purchase the same at a valuation to 
be made by disinterested parties, mutually chosen by the 
Secretary of War and the proprietor, the amount of the val 
uation, so to be ascertained, to be paid by him out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio that he had better propose his 
amendment as a substitute for that of the Senate 
Let it come in immediately after the appropriation 
in the original text of the bill, because if the Sen- 
ate amendment should be voted down, then the 
amendment of the gentleman will go with it. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I would inquire 
whether, if my amendment be rejected, I could 
offer it then by proposing to strike out the Senate 
amendment, and insert mine in lieu of it? 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be inorder to move 
to strike out and insert. 

Mr. TAYLOR. [I offer it as an additional sec- 
tion. In the early part of this session, the sub- 
ject of purchasing or renting Winder’s building 
was discussed in the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, of which I am a member, and 
the matter underwent a thorough examination by 
them. This building has been in the occupancy 
of the Government for many years, at a rent of 
$21,800. Reports of committees of the House in 
former Congresses were examined, and particu- 
larly that made by my friend from Kentucky, 
{[Mr. Sranron,] in the last Congress, which I now 
hold in my hands. It was recommended by the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds that 
this building should be purchased at the sum of 
$250;000. Mr. Winder asked $300,000, and a 
committee of this House two years ago proposed 
to give him $250,000 rather than rent itat $21,000 
ant upwards a year. It will be recollected by 
gentlemen who were members of the last Congress 
that the Committee of Ways and Means pro- 

osed—I! think my friend from Tennessee [ Mr. 
Seuss) suggested it—that we should buy it at 
$200,000, if Mr. Winder would agree to that price, 
and that we came within a few votes of assenting 
to the proposition. Mr. Winder stated to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds that 
he would agree to take that sum under protest as 
being less than the building cost him; but he was 
willing to take it in order to save other property 
being sacrificed. 

I think, without pretending to be a judge of the 
value of this property, although I have examined 
this subject catehlty, that the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds have made a proposi- 
tidn to the House which is a fair ,and just one to 
all parties. Whatisit? It is the amendment I 
send to the Chair, that the Secretary of War be 
authorized, if, in his opinion, it is necessary for 
the public interests, to buy this building at a valu- 
ation to be made by parties mutually chosen. I 
do not know what the building is worth. Mr. 
Winder says it cost him $250,000, but ie willing, 
as an honest and fair man, to abide by such a va! 
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uation. The building is absolutely necessary for | on the Government, as you will see from the letter us out, he can accomplish his Object | n’s am 
the public convenience, and I think we ought to || of the Secretary of War, that the rent would be — think he is upon the high road to aceom ite we okt 
agree to this valuation. It | wished to sell a farm, | increased. So that the Government now has got |__ But, sir, | doubt whether there is an = Pa cR 
I should be perfectly willing to have a valuation | to pay the increased rent, or leave. There is no | in this attempt. I would not vot Y Sieg oe 


; re € for the misappred 
made under such circumstances as is proposed | existing lease atall. And,asl remarked a moment | sition atall. I can see no reason why _a a 
them pose ° 


here. In my opinion, it is the best mode of pro- || ago, it is better for us to concur in the Senate’s at this time be dragooned into the Purcha s, but 
curing the building. If you say,as the gentleman | amendment; and next winter, if we can makeany | building which will be of no earth) oa ee 


from Alabama{Mr. Houston] proposes, that you || terms with Mr. Winder for the purchase of the | whatever. The only possible advanta © th Mr. ST 
will buy the building for $200,000, will Mr. Win- || building, let us do it. I hope, therefore, that the || be derived from the purchase of the bald senate Wa 
der take it? Will you say that you will retain || committee will concur in the amendment of the | that if it should be set on fire it would Sea re liet 
the building and not oo rent? It is out of our | Senate. , thing in it. Sir, when a similar Propositic, E Mr. CR 
power, because Mr. inder gave legal notice | Mr. GOODE. The gentleman from Georgia || under discussion, upon a former occasion h ae 
last December that he must have $30,000 instead | proposes that we make a temporary arrangement, || stated that the building was so rickety a, r Mr. ST 
of $21,000, in order to pay his taxes, insurance, | and then arrange the matter next session, while || ever a storm came up the clerks were head ginal Ut 
and have a reasonable return for his outlay of | the landlord at this very time is insisting upon a || to flee out of it, for fear it would tumble 4 ‘or the SE 
capital. The building was put up atthe request of | general arrangement for five years. [am willing || over their heads. A part of the roof ha i Mr. CE 
the Government. They have occupied it for along || to consent to the purchase now, if gentlemen who || blown off since I have been here, and the Mr, SI 


series of years, But they have not paid $20,000 || have examined the matter are willing that itshould || roof leaks like a riddle. 1 doubt 
a year for it during the whole time. Fora part | be done. | whether, if the Government were out 
of the time, when the building was unfinished, | 
the proprietor received ae from $9,000 to $10,000 
for it. In my humble judgment, and in the judg- || 
ment of the Committee on Public Buildings and | 
Grounds, the best policy for this House to pursue, communicate that agreement to the House. In | and further, whether the building is not ig ,, Mr. W 
is to authorize the purchase of the building in | the mean time, by a temporary arrangement, we || tual occupancy of the Government, and one b Senate al 
question, rather than to pay $30,000 a year rent | can go on and use the building as we now are || dred and forty clerks employed in it? 
| 
| 
| 


very yy Mr. W 
of the yam the gent! 


Mr. STEPHENS. According to my suzges- | the building could be rented for $10,000, 
tion, between this and the next session of Con- | Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to ask the gent), Mr. 8 
gress, the Secretary of War and Mr. Winder can || if the roofs of other Government buildings Jam wo disagt* 


make any arrangement they can agree upon, and || not been blown off under similar circumst, gomethin 







































































it oul, al 
for it. And, for one, | am perfectly willing that || doing. | Mr. McNAIR. That panic among the ¢, posed to 
the Secretary of War be authorized to purchase it. Mr. SAGE. Would it be in order to make a || took place at the time of the earthquake, adopted, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1am opposed || suggestion to the gentleman from Ohio. I desire || Mr.JONES. I say I doubt whether, bya The C 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, || that he should add to his amendment the words || manner of means, that building could be maim sands | 
{Mr. Tayior.] I am opposed to the purchase of | ‘* at a sum not exceeding $225,000.”’ || bring more than $5,000 if the Government y North C 
the building on the plans suggested. At the last | Mr. TAYLOR. I cannot modify my amend- || to abandon it. The building is not needed by ment, W 
Congress, | thought it would be much better for || ment. || Government even now. The Surgeon Gen Mr. C 
the Government to buy this building for $200,000. || Mr. WALSH. I move to amend the amend- || Office is there, the Pension Office is there, the bez 
But that has not been done. Congress refused to || ment of the gentleman from Ohio, by adding after || other offices are there; but if they were disirijymm gix hunt 
buy it. I have no doubt myself that the building || the word valuation the words ** two hundred thou- || among the different departments of the Gov it reals 
cost more than $200,000. I have no doubt of || sand dollars.’’ || ment, room enough could be found for : “Porn 
the correctness of the statement made by Mr. The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is notin | where the papers connected with them wou) veenth stt 
Winder, at the last Congress. He was willing || order now. || much safer than where they are. War ma} 
then to take $200,000; but I know not whether he Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask thatthe || [am opposed to the amendment, and hope Iam 
is willing to take itnow. My opinion is that it is || letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, which || provision will be made for the purchase of i the six 
worth more than $200,000. He has since given || | requested from the gentleman from Alabama, || building. of * § 
notice to the Government that the rent will be || may be now read. || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would sugy Provid 
increased. I ask the chairman of the Committee The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment || to the gentleman from North Carolina that hex purchase 
of Ways and Means, if he has had a communi- || is in order until the pending amendment is dis- || stitute his amendment for that of the Sena | am 
cation from the Secretary of War on the subject? | = of. If there is no objection, the letter will || ‘The two propositions would come very awkw: take $2 
Mr. HOUSTON. Yes; I have had a commu- | be read. || ly in the same amendment. Mr 
nication recommending the purchase of the build- || Mr. ROWE. I object. || Mr. CRAIGE. I accept the gentleman’s njimm a ques 
ing. || The question was then taken upon Mr. Tay- || gestion, and offer the amendment as a substity that th 
Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to have that com- || .or’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. Mr. Craice’s amendment was again read, the Set 
munication read. I wish the committee to be || Mr. CRAIGE. I now move to amend the |; Mr.‘ AYLOR. If the amendment be sdop) The 
informed of the state of the case, as laid down in amendment by inserting the following words: | how would the paragraph then read? [i see amend 
the letter of the Secretary of War. Provided, That the Secretary of War may purchase the |, to me that it does not provide for the rent at al) Mr. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Thecommunication in ques- || *%4 building for a sum not exceeding $200,000, | The CHAIRMAN. It provides the orig Caroll 
tion is down in the committee room, but | wil || 1 offer the amendment in consequence of a con- || sum passed on when the bill was pending belo will be 
send for it. The Secretary of War states the facts || versation I had with Mr. Winder at, or near the | the House. what 
to be || commencement of the session. In thecapacityof|| Mr. TAYLOR. It is offered then as a subs: Fort 
Mr. STEPHENS, (interrupting.) | know what || chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings || tule for the Senate amendment? teenth 
the facts are, but I wish the communication to be || and Grounds, | had a conversation with him,and || Mr. CRAIGE. I propose to purchase War 
read to the committee. at that time he was willing to accept $200,000 for || building and not to rent itat all. Th 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. If have a letter from || the building; and the committee to which | have || Mr. TAYLOR. Does not the gentleman pn origin 
the Secretary of War on the subject, if the gen- || the honor to belong, were unanimously of the || pose to rent it all? j NG 
tlerman from Georgia desires to have it read. It || opinion then, that the building ought to be pur- 1 Mr. CRAIGE. No, sir. Th 
is to the effect that it is better for the Government chased, although we have a bill which we have | Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will lo lows: 
to buy the building at $250,000 than to pay || been anxious to report for some time, providing || at what immediately precedes the Senate’s ame For 
$30,000 per year rent for it. for the completion of the Treasury Buildings and ment, he will find that, if we vote down thatame wentt 
Mr. STEPHENS. That is a fact which we || for the erection of a building for the War and In- || ment, we fall back on the original text of the bi War! 
all know. What I want to have read is a com- || terior Departments. The committee were of opin- |) which proposes to rent the building for $19 a 
munication from the Secretary of War to the | ion that this building would be necessary for the per annum. Then would come in the provs ’ 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, use of the Government until those other buildings || authorizing the purchase of the building M 
. . 4 . 1 5 bark 
stating that he thinks that this rent is a moderate || should be completed; and, at the same time, they || . 
rent; but that his opinion is, that Government had || thought they ought not to exceed that sum. The ||" M+ TAYLOR. I understand that the Sens a 
better buy the building than pay this rent for it. || committee, however, finally agreed that the gen- || amendment is to strike out the provision for ra ail 
That is the opinion of the Secretary a War. | aan on Ohio Seema tinea ead - cee | altogether. u 
The Government has got no other place for the || the building at $250,000. ut the effect of the || : od : 
transaction of the business to which thin building || present measure of the Senate, which will give || NE On aa 
is applied. ‘| $10,000 a year more for rent than we pay now, || ion te te b “ : for the aanendment | oa 
Now, sir, | know no better thing for the House || will be to enhance the value of the property to || cake: See to 
to do than to concur in the Snate’s amendment; || such an extent, that the property cannot be pur- ; : wo ad 
and at the next session of Congress, if we can || chased for anything like that money. If this pend- | ort, CRAIGE. a sir, and to leave fa 
adopt some plan by which the building can be || ing amendment ts adopted, the result will be, that || Mr. JONES, of T : a - 
purchased, why let us adopt it. Buc for the | the Government will purchase the building at || id NES, id he ae : rink ‘nth rp 
time being we must pay the rent. I thought that || that price, and I hope it will be adopted; for I think || 8? er in ta es for ask ecergetris. | aa : 
the action of the House last session was wrong, || the building ought to be purchased. SS aa the Senate's aes & vend at 
and | think so yet. | Mr. JONES, of New York. I think that Mr. || 0Ut, and substituting what has been canta “i 
Mr. McNAIR. I desire to ask the gentleman || Winder has taken precisely the right course, in || Clerk’s desk for what the Senate prop 
from Georgia at what time does the lease close? || accordance with the usual practice of the House, || 8€Tt- oo Pei 
Mr. STEPHENS. The lease was for five | to have this building purchased. If I recollect |; The CHAIRMAN. If thegentleman a 
years. '| right, this very property was offered to us during | ment be adopted it will make no provision lor p* = 
Mr. McNAIR. But how long is it from this || the last session of Congress for a less sum than || Ing rent. ‘a 
time? || $200,000. If 1 am not mistaken, he offered us || r. CRAIGE. Oh! tet fers’ Se 
Mr. STEPHENS. The present lease has | the same property then for about $180,000. But, || The CHAIRMAN. f the gentleman 0 fie. ‘ 
closed on the lst of July. Before the expiration | now, | suppose he thinks that by raising the rent || amendment as a substitute, that will be its € Ne 
of the lease—six months ago—a notice was served |! about $10,000, and threatening that he will turn || Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The &* 
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‘s amendment is out of order. It proposes 
pr vend the original text. oT 
ov. CRAIGE. The gentleman from Georgia 
 orehends my amendment. It does not pro- 

amend the original text. It leaves that as 

it proposes to substitute other words for 
ved of the Senate amendment. 
wp, STEPHENS. The amendment of the 
crate was tO strike out certain words, and to in- 
one thereof other words. ' 
"vir. CRAIGE. I propose to let the original 
xt stand, so far as the rent is concerned. 
“Vir. STEPHENS. The gentleman wants the 

al text to stand as it was, and to substitute 

+. ihe Senate’s amendment what he has offered ? 
“vr, CRAIGE. Yes sir. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That cannot be done. 

Vir. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understand 
 ventieman to substitute his amendment for 
what the Senate proposed to add. 

vr. STEPHENS. The gentleman proposes 

» disagree to the Senate’s amendment, and to add 
something to the original text. 
“Mr. WASHBURN. May he not amend the 
Senate amendment, or any part of it, by striking 
+ oat, and substituting anything else? He pro- 
nosed to strike out a part of what the Senate has 
siopted, and insert something else. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair then under- 
stands the amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina to be to agree to the Senate amend- 
ment, with an amendment. 

Mr. CRAIGE. If the Chairman will look at 
the beginning of the clause, commencing at the 
six hundred and geventy-first line, he will find that 


it reads thus: 


tne 


“ For reat of house on northwest corner of F and Seven. | 


yenth streets, or such Other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, aud warming all the rooms in it, $21,875.” 

[am willing that that should be left in, and after 
the six hundred and seventy-seventh line, instead 
of * $32,375,”” insert: 


Provided that the Secretary of War may, ifhe sees proper, 


purchase the building at a sum not exceeding $200,000. 

| am perfectly satisfied that Mr. Winder will 
take $200,000. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask the Chair 
aquestion for information. Does not the fact 
that the committee disagree to the amendment of 
the Senate leave the bill as it passed the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendmegt of the Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON _ If thegentleman from North 
Carolina will modify his amendment, I think it 


will be in order—so as to make this clause precede | 


what he has already sent to the Chair: 


Forrentof house on northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, Or such other building as the Secretary of 
War way select, and warming all the rooms in it. 


Then it will be in order as a substitute for the | 


original text and the Senate amendment. 
Mr. CRAIGE agreed to the modification. 


The amendment, as modified, was read as fol- | 


OWS: 

For rent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 
Warmay select, and warming all the roms in it, $21,875: 
Provided, That the Secretary of War be authorized to 
purchase said building at a sum not exceeding $200,000, 


Mr. TAYLOR. 
bark to the original text of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinkg not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
still in the text. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Certainly they are. 

Mr. JONES. 
Carolina will commence his amendment with the 
words proposed to be stricken out by the Senate, 

$21,875; for compensation of superintendent and 
four watchmen of the building corner of F and 
Seventeenth streets, $2,250,) then he could more 
correctly insert his proposition for the purchase 
of the building. 

Mr. WALSH. That is precisely what the 
gentleman from North Carolina proposes to do. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will again re- 
port the modified amendment. 
ona amendment as modified, was again re- 

rted, 

Mr. JONES. The first part of that amend- 
ment is here in the original House bill, and the 
Senate has not stricken it out. 

I he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
‘orth Carolina will modify his amendment so as 


THE, CONGRESSION 


If they disagree to the | 


I understand that as going | 
These words are. 


If the gentleman from North | 


< a= 
to commence in line six hundred and seventy- 


| seven. 
Mr. STEPHENS. Let him strike out the | 
Senate’s amendment and insert the proposition in 
his own words, beginning with the words $21,875. 
Mr. CUMMING. I want to say one word. 
| Add to theamendment the words. * or such other 
| building.’’ Itappropriates $200,000 for any build- 
| ing, so far as | can see. 
' Mr. CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I wish to ask a ques- 
tion for information. I desire to know whether 
| it is competent for this committee to adopt a sub- 
If so, there 


| stitute for the Senate’s amendment? 
| is not the slightest difficulty in obviating all the | 

difficulties in which the committee is involved. 
| Now, what is the Senate’s amendment? 

[Cries of ** Order!’’ and ** Question !’"] 

The CHAIRMAN. The modified amendment 
of the gentleman from North Carolina will per- 
haps meet the views of the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee. The gentleman from North Carolina pro- 


| poses to strike out that which the Senate strikes | 
| out, and insert the following in lieu of that which | 


| the Senate has inserted. After the word ‘‘it,’’ 


'| in the six hundred and seventy-third line, insert | 


| the following words: 


\| Twenty-one thousand eight hundred and seventy five | 
dollars : Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 


| authorized to purchase the said building at a sum not ex- 
{| ceeding $200,000. 
| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
| is in order to move to amend this proposition by 
| striking out. We certainly have a right to per- 
|| fect it before the question is taken. 
| TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
further amendment at this time is not in order. 
Mr. STANTON. I propose to make the Sen- 
ate amendment, as it now stands, more acceptable 
| to the House by my amendment; and perhaps, if 
my amendment should make it more acceptable, 
it would defeat the amendment of the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
| amendment is not in order. 
Mr. WALSH. I wish to ask my friend from 


| North Carolina one question, and that is, whether 





he desires, by his amendment, to leave it optional | 


with the Secretary of War to rent this or any 


ing, he must purchase this alone? 

Mr. CRAIGE. My amendment does not make 
it imperative that he shall purchase any build- 
ing. 

The question now being on Mr. Craice’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. OLDS called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHAMBER- 
| rain and Kirrrepce were appointed. 


reported—ayes 87, noes 36. 

|| So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 now propose 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 

| the amendment which has just been voted upon. 

Mr.JONES. You cannot do that. The amend- 

| ment has been adopted, and it is not competent 

| for the committee to amend it now. 
Mr.SwiTH. What I propose is, to offer a 

proviso to come in at the end of the amendment 





|| that. 


| nessee was first recognized, and is entitled to the 
floor. 


Mr. SMITH. 


I rise to a question of order. I 
| been voted upon. The gentleman from Tennes 
| see, as [ understand it, wishes to amend the bill 
further on. If the gentleman is allowed to make 
|| his motion, it will cut me off from making mine. 
| I desire to offer a proviso to the amendment which 





|, has been adopted, and I hold that that amend- | 


| ment must take precedence of a moticn to amend 
the bill further on. 
The CR AIRMAN. 
| question of order. 
Mr. SMITH. 


|| planation. 


But let me say a word in ex- 
This building is not paid for. 
Mr. JONES. I understand all that. 


Mr. SMITH. Well, I appeal to the gentleman | 


to allow mv amendment to be read. 
| Mr. JONES. I have no objection to the gentle- 
| man’s amendment being read; but I submit, asa 


ua 


AL, GLOBE. — 


I suppose it | 


other building; but that if he purchase any build- | 


The question was then taken; and the tellers | 


I wish to amend | 


| which has been adopted; I have the right to do | 


The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ten- | 


| desire to amend the amendment which has just 


The Chair overrules the | 
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question of order, that the amendment having 
been adopted, no amendment to it can be enter- 
tained. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment cannot be amended in the present 
stage of proceeding. 

Mr. SMITH. I appeal to the committee to 
allow my amendment to be read. 

Mr. JONES. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. SMITH. The amendment offered by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, which has been 
adopted by the committee, as a substitute for the 
amendment of the Senate, ts liable to bring us into 
trouble in the form in which it has been adopted. 
This building has not been paid for, and I pro- 
pose to add a proviso that, in the event of the 
purchase of the building, a portion of the money 

|| to be paid shall be applied to pay for the materials 
and labor expended in the erection of the building 
|| which are still due Winder’s building, as it is 
|| called, but the title is not even in Winder, 
|| Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a question of order. 
I refer the Chair to Jefferson’s Manual to show 
that, when an amendment has been adopted as a 
substitute, it is impossible to amend it. 
Mr. SMITH. It has not been adopted. There 
| igs no reason why the Chair should not entertain 
the amendment. Theamendment of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina has been adopted as a 
|| substitute for the Senate’s amendment, but the 
|| question has not been taken upon the adoption of 
the amendment of the Senate as amended; and, 
|| therefore, amendments are still in order. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to 
|| the gentleman from Virginia, that, even if the 
| amendment which had been adopted could be 
|}amended, he would not hold the amendment 
which the gentleman proposes to offer to be in 
|| order, for the reason that it proposes to control 
the disposition of money which is appropriated 
| for the purchase of this building. 

Mr. SMITH. The Chair does not understand 

‘| my amendment. I presume he has not read it. 
|| It has been read to the committee. [Cries of 
| **Order!’’] It is no use for gentlemen to ery 
“Order.’”?> Lam in order; and | ask that my 
amendment may be read. 

[Renewed cries of ** Order!’’} 


|| Mr. SMITEL fam not out of order. 
|| TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman is out of 
| order. 


| Mr. CULLOM. The Chair has recognized 
| my colleague, (Mr. Jones,] and the gentleman 
from Virginia is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposition will be 
read, if there be no objection, for the information 
of the committee. 

There being no objection, Mr. Smirn’s amend- 
ment was read by the Clerk, as follows: 

Provided, That in the purchase or leasing of said build- 
| ing it shall be agreed that the rents, as they fall due, or the 
| purchase money, as the case may be, shall be applied by 
| the Secretary of War to pay all arrears which may be due 
|| for labor and materials expended in the construction of said 

building. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. SMITH. I appeal from that decision of 
the Chair. 

1 would like to call the Chair’s attention to this 

| point, 

[Cries of ** Order !’’] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must re- 
|| member that debate is not in order. 
|| Mr. SMITH. I do not wish to debate the ques- 
|| tion. 
The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman desires 
|} to state the ground on which he appeals from the 
'| decision of the Chair, it will be in order for him 


The Chair rules the 





|| todo so. Debate, however, is not in order. 
|| Mr. SMITH. I do not desire to debate the 
|| question. The ground of my appeal from thede- 


cision of the Chair is this: The amendment of the 
|| gentleman from North Carolina provides for the 
|| making of a contract, and my amendment merely 
provides one of the terms of that contract, and is, 
therefore, in my opinion, strictly in order. 

|| The question was taken on the appeal; and the 
|| decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina has 
|| been adopted, | now propose that we disagree in 
|| so much of the Senate’s amendment as proposes 
i, to strike out the words, ‘for compensation of 
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superintendent and four watchmen of the building 
corner of F and seventeenth streets, $2,250,’’ and 
with so much as proposes to insert the words 
** 432,375; and the Secretary of War is hereby 
authorized to lease said building, or some other, 
for a term not exceeding five years, at the rent 
herein authorized, if, in his judgment, the same 
shall be for the public interest.”’ If the amend- 
ment which I propose be adopted, then the bill 
will be left with an appropristion for the renting 
of the building at the present price, and authorit 
to purchage it at $200,000. That is what I think 
ought to be done, and what | suppose this com- 
mittee desires to be done, judging from the vote 
just taken. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I desired very much, 
before the question was taken on the amendment 
of my friend from North Carolina, [Mr. Cratice,] 
to have offered an amendment, and made some 
statements in reply to what fell from the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Jones,] as to this 
being an entirely worthless building. I! will now 
merely state that the gentleman from New York 
is antagonistic in his opinion to the Committee 
on the Public Buildings and Grounds of the last 
Congress; and one of its members was himself 
an experienced practical builder. ‘They said that 
the building had been constructed with great care, 
of good material, and is perfectly fire-proof. Now, 
| am aware that the committee has adopted an 
amendment to purchase the building; but I am 
not at all certain as to the propriety of the amount 
stipulated to be paid. It is said to have cost more 
than $200,000. Property has advanced in value 
in this city; and ground has also advanced with 
equal rapidity. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. Time is of great 
value now, and I would ask, Mr. Chairman, 
whether the gentleman from Ohio is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman from Ohio is in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I shall not detain the com- 
mittee long. Mr. Robert Mills, who was in the 
public employment some years ago as an architect, 
stated that this property was worth $260,000; and 
the committee at the last Congress recommended 
that it should be purchased for $250,000. It was 
stated in a report of the committee at the last ses- 
sion that the proprietor would take $300,000 for it. 
Now, this committee has voted that he shall sell it 
for $200,000, and be forced to take $21,000 per 
annum rent, when heasks $30,000. Wearenow 
occupying the building of a private citizen without 
his consent, and giving him a price for its use far 
below what he has asked. Now, I am aware that 
the gentleman from North Carolina had a private 
conversation with Mr. Winder, in which the latter 
agreed to take $200,000 for his building. I under- 
stood him to say that he would not take that 
amount for it, and hence the amendment that it 
should be purchased at a valuation. 

Mr. CRAIGE. There is no difficulty on that 
subject. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Are youawarethat Mr. Win- 
der will take $200,000 for the property ? 

Mr. CRAIGE. Iam not. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
derstand the proposition 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I submit that 
there is no proposition before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ton that the object which the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee |Mr. Jones] had in view was accomplished 
by the amendment of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Craice.]} 

Mr. WASHBURN. Exactly, and there is no 
question before the committee. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 hope to be in. 
dulged by the House for a moment in making a 
remark, asl am really desirous uf information in 
regard to this matter. If we authorize this prop- 
erty to be rented or purchased, can we not attach 
to ita condition that the rent shall be applied to 
this purpose of paying for the material? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decided that 
such an amendment would not be in order. 

The question recurring on the amendment, as 
amended, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded tell- 
ers; which were not ordered. 

- The question was taken; and a division being 
had, there were—ayes 80, noes not counted. 

So the amendment, as amended, was concurred 
in 


Inasmuch as I un- 





Fifty-eighth amendment: 

For compensation of superintendent and four watchmen 
ofthe building on the corner of F and Seventeenth streets, 
32,600. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a concurrence in that amendment 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-ninth amendment: 

Strike out in line six hundred and ninety-one “ seven 
thousand one,’ 
seven,’ so as to mike the clause read as follows 

For compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his office, 
38,700. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-toncurred in 


Sixtieth amendment: 

In line six hundred and ninety-nine strike out the words 
‘*ten thousand eight hundred,’’ and insert in lieu thereof 
the words “‘ eleven thousand six hundred and filty,’’ so as 
to make the clause read: 

For compensation of the chief of the Bureau of Ordnance 
and Hydrography, and the clerks and messenger in his of- 
fice, $11,650. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
recommend a non-concurrence in that amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in 


The committee 


Sixty-first amendment: 

In line seven hundred and six strike out the words 
‘*thirteen thousand seven hundred,’ and insert in lieu 
theraof the words “ fourteen thousand eight hundred and 
fifty,’’ so as to make the clause read: 

For compensation of the chief of the Bureau of Navy 
Yards and Docks, and of the civil engineer, clerks, and 
messenger, in his office, $14,850. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


1 
| { 


? and insert in lieu thereof “ eight thousand | 


| *€ $1,450,”? and insert in lieu thereof the fo 


recommend a non-concurrence in that amendment. | 


WW » 
The amendment was non-concurred In. 


Sixty-second amendment: 
In page thirty, line seven hundred and fifteen, strike out 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee o¢ 
Ways and Means recommend tt 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in 

Sixty-seventh amendment: 


Page thirty-one, line seven hundred and forty-« 
the word ‘‘ thousand,” add the words « four hu 


The clause, as amended, reads: 

For compensation of four watchmen o 
Executive Building, $2,400. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Commit, 
Wrys and Means recommend a con ae 
that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-eighth amendment: 
Page thirty-two, line seven hundred and s 


a non concurren, _ 


"ight, alte, 
ndred,* 


f the FOUN wee, 


currence j, 


IXty, strike out 


: lowing word 
** and messengers of said Department, $150,150,9"° om 


The clause, as amended, reads: 


For compensation of temporary clerks necessarily » 
ployed from the 9th of May, 1853, to the 30h of Ju . 
1854, and messengers of said Department, $150,150, r 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-co) 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred jy) 


Sixty-ninth amendment: 


For compensation of temporary clerks necessarily ey, 
ployed from the month of May, 1853, to the 30th of June 
1854, $1,450 98. a 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


«urrence 


The Cominittee of 


Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrenes 


the words ‘‘twenty thousand eight hundred,’’ and insert || 


the words ‘‘ twenty-two thousand five hundred and fifty.’ 


The clause, as amended, reads: 


For compensation of the Chief ofthe Bureau of Construc- 
tion, Equipment, and Repairs, and of the chief naval con- 
structor, engineer-in-chief, and the clerks and messenger, 
in his office, $22,550. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. I will state to the com- 
mittee that quite a number of these smal! amend- 


The Committee | 


ments were made by the Senate, to conform this | 


bill to that for the increased compensation, passed 
some time ago. The Committee of Ways and 
Means have a proposition to put them all into the 
one clause. That is the reason why they recom- 
mend non-concurrence in this. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixty-third amendment: 


Page thirty, line seven hundred and twenty-two, strike | 
out the words “* seven thousand three hundred,’ and insert | 


in lieu thereof the words *‘ eight thousand one hundred and 
fifly.”’ 
The clause, as amended, reads: 


For compensation of the clerks and messenger in the 
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, $8,150. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 


of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- | 


rence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixty-fourth amendment: 


Page thirty, line seven hundred and twenty. eight, strike | 


out ‘* $7,900,” and insert in lieu thereof ‘* $8,350. "? 


The clause, as amended, reads: 


For compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, and the clerks and messenger in his 
office, $8,350. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixty-fifth amendment: 


Strike out the following clause : 
* For printing and paper for the 
$2,000.°° 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 


of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-sixth amendment: 


Navy Department, 


For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent | 


of Executive Building, provided in the third section of the 
act of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled “ An act making ap 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 


ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” for | 


the Navy Department, $200 


| in lieu thereof ** 





in that amendnient. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Seventieth amendment: 


For additional for disbursing clerk and euperintendens o/ 
Executive Building provided in the third section of the act 
of the third of March, 1853, entitled “An act making appro 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern 
ment for the year ending the 30th June, 1854,”’ for the Pos) 
Office Department, $200. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Waysand Means recommend a non-concurrence 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Seventy-first amendment: 

For compensation of three watchmen for the Post Offer 
Building, $1,800. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred iy: 


Seventy-second amendment: 


Page thirty-three, line seven hundred and eighty-thre, 
strike out ‘ for printing and paper for Post Office Depart 
ment, $1,000,’ and insert in lieu thereof: 

For paper and printing for the Executive Department, 
including paper, printing, and binding the annual “ State 
ment of Commerce and Navigation,” and paper and printing 
the annual “ Estimates of Appropriations,’ 830,800, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-third and seventy-fourth amendments: 


Page thirty three, line seven hundred and ninety-eight, 
insert the words *‘ assistant melter and refiner ;*’ and in line 
seven hundred and ninety-nine strike out ‘ $23,400,” and 
insert in lieu thereof ‘* $24,900,” so as to make the clause 
read: 

Forsalaries of the director, treasurer, assayer, melter, and 
refiner, chief coiner, and engraver, assistant surveyor, 
assistant melter, and refiner, and seven clerks, $24,900. 

Mr. HAVEN. TheCommittee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in those 
amendments. 

The amendments were severally non-concurred 
in. 

Seventy-fifth amendment: 


Insert after the appropriations for the Mint at New Or 
leans, the following: 


For rebuilding portions of walls and complete repairs 0! 


the building of the branch Mint at New Orleans, $55,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend that the House concur In 
that amendment with an amendment. The com- 
mittee propose to strike out ‘ $55,000,” and insert 
$37,000.” 

The amendment of the committee was agreed 
to. 


The amendment of the Senate, as thus amen¢- 


ed, was then concurred in. 
Seventy-sixth amendment : 


Page thirty-six, line eight hundred and seventy-one, WU! 
der the head of “ Territory of Oregon,” strike out “twenty 
and insert in lieu thereof ‘“ thirty,’’ so as to make itrea 
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